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Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Chesterfield 

July,  1956. 

To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Borough  of  Chesterfield 
Health  and  Education  Committees. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
of  the  Borough  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1955,  and  the 
twenty-seventh,  it  is  my  privilege  to  present. 

By  the  courtesy  and  kind  co-operation  of  Dr.  J.  B,  S.  Morgan, 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  a summary  of  Part  III 
Services  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  which  operates  in  the 
Borough  is  again  included  in  the  Report. 

It  will  be  noticed  this  year  that  I have  included  in  the  one 
Report  a survey  of  all  the  health  services  provided  in  the  Munici- 
pality. This,  I feel,  will  give  the  most  comprehensive  survey  of 
“ Chesterfield’s  Health  ” in  1955,  bearing  in  mind  the  fact  that  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Borough  is  also  the  Borough 
School  Medical  Officer  and  Area  Medical  Officer  under  the  Derby- 
shire County  Council  for  Part  III  Services  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act.  This  also  ensures  the  closest  co-ordination  of  all  the 
Health  and  Social  services  affecting  the  Borough. 

The  Report  has  been  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  generally  speaking  the  health 
of  the  Borough  has  been  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

To  the  professional  and  lay  staffs  of  the  Borough  Health 
and  School  Health  and  Area  Health  Departments,  I wish  to  express 
my  gratitude  for  their  loyal  support  throughout  the  year,  and  also 
to  my  colleagues  in  other  Departments  for  their  ready  help  and 
co-operation  at  all  times. 

I also  wish  to  express  my  very  sincere  thanks  to  Mr.  Drabble, 
Chief  Sanitary  Insepctor,  and  Mr.  Brown,  Chief  Clerk,  for  their 
invaluable  help  and  co-operation  in  the  writing  of  this  Report. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  express  my  indebtedness  for  the  en- 
couragement shown  to  me  at  all  times  by  the  Chairmen  and  Members 
of  the  various  Committees  concerned. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  STIRLING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Borough  School  Medical  Officer. 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION. 


Population  (estimated) 

67,600 

Area  (Acres) 

8,472 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

20,979 

Rateable  Value 

. . £463,378 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  (gross) 

£1,907 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

M. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  . . 443 

Illegitimate  . . 23 

F.  Total 
411  \ 894 
17  / 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population  : 13.22. 
corrected  by  Reg.  General’s  comparability  factor  : 12.69. 

M.  F.  Total 

Still  Births — Legitimate  11  ^ ^ \ 22 

Illegitimate  . . . . — — / 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births  : 24. 

M.  F.  Total 

Deaths  471  357  828 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population  : 12.25 
corrected  by  Reg.  General’s  comparabihty  factor  : 12.98. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

From  Sepsis  . . . . . . . . . . — 

From  other  causes  . . . . . . . . — 

Rate  per  1 ,000  Total  Births  : — 

Death  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

U.  F.  Total 

Legitimate  . . . . . . 8 \ 25 

Illegitimate  . . . . . . — 1 / 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1 ,000  live  births,  27.9. 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . . 122 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 
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Population. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  of  the  Borough  as  given 
by  the  Registrar  General  was  67,600,  a decrease  of  210  on  the  figure 
for  1954,  and  958  less  than  the  population  enumerated  at  the  1951 
census. 

The  natural  increase  of  population  (the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths)  was  66,  which  represents  a rate  of  less  than  one  per  thousand 
population — by  far  the  lowest  ever.  At  the  1951  census,  the  popu- 
lation movements  into  and  out  of  the  Borough  showed  a minus 
figure  of  5.1%  and  when  this  fact  is  considered  together  with 
the  very  low  natural  increase,  it  is  easily  understood  why  the  popu- 
lation of  the  Borough  is  falling. 

Births. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  during  the  year  was 
894,  resulting  yet  again  in  the  lowest  birth  rate  ever  recorded — 
13.22  per  thousand  population.  To  compare  with  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  it  is  necessary  to  make  an  adjustment  for  the  way  in 
which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  population  of  the  Borough 
differs  from  that  of  England  and  Wales.  For  this  purpose  the 
Registrar  General  provides  a "comparability  factor”  and  when  this 
factor  is  applied  to  the  recorded  birth  rate  it  has  the  effect  of  re- 
ducing the  rate  for  1955  to  12.69  which  may  be  compared  to  the 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  15.0. 

Still  Births. 

22  still  births  were  registered  resulting  in  a rate  of  24  per 
thousand  total  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  30  still 
births  and  a rate  of  32  in  the  previous  year. 

Birth  Rates. 


Year 

Chesterfield 

County 
Boroughs 
and  Great 
Towns 
Birth  Rate 

England 
and 
Wales 
Birth  Rate 

No.  of 
Births 

Birth  Rate 

Crude 

Corrected 

1951 

937 

13.81 

13.38 

17.3 

15.5 

1952 

983 

14.61 

14.17 

16.9 

15.3 

1953 

967 

14.33 

13.9 

17.0 

15.5 

1954 

905 

13.34 

12.8 

15.2 

15.2 

1955 

894 

13.22 

12.69 

14.9 

15.0 
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Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough  after  adjust- 
ment for  inward  and  outward  transfers  was  829.  This  was  an 
increase  of  49  over  the  number  in  1954  and  results  in  a crude  death 
rate  of  12.25  per  1,000  population.  When  the  death  rate  is  adjusted 
by  the  “comparability  factor”  so  that  it  can  properly  be  compared 
with  that  of  any  other  area  and  the  crude  rate  of  England  and 
Wales  as  a whole,  the  corrected  death  rate  for  the  Borough  is  12.98. 
The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.7. 


Death  Rates. 


Year 

Chesterfield 

County 
Boroughs 
and  Great 
Towns 
Death  Rate 

England 
and 
Wales 
Death  Rate 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Death  Rate 

Crude 

Corrected 

1951 

839 

12.37 

13.5 

13.4 

12.5 

1952 

715 

10.63 

11.58 

12.1 

11.3 

1953 

761 

11.28 

12.29 

12.2 

11.4 

1954 

779 

11.49 

12.17 

11.1 

11.3 

1955 

828 

12.25 

12.98 

11.6 

11.7 

Heart  disease  caused  the  highest  mortality,  there  being  296 
deaths,  of  which  85  were  attributed  to  Coronary  disease  (60  males 
to  25  females). 

There  were  122  deaths  from  cancer,  22  of  them  being  due  to 
cancer  of  the  lung  or  bronchus,  of  which  20  were  males.  16  of  the 
deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  were  in  the  45  to  65  years  age  group. 

As  regards  ages  at  death,  564  or  68%  of  the  total  occiured  in 
the  over  65  age  groups. 

Trinity  Ward  shows  the  liighest  number  of  deaths,  but  this  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  deaths  among  the  inmates  of  Part  III  accommo- 
dation provided  by  the  County  Council  which  is  situated  in  that 
ward,  have  to  be  counted  as  Borough  deaths  irrespective  of  the 
place  of  residence  before  admission. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  25  (8  males 
and  17  females)  giving  an  Infant  Mortality  rate  of  27.9  per  thousand 
live  births  as  compared  with  a rate  of  34  in  the  previous  year.  The 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1955  was  24.9. 

13  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  neo-natal  period  (i.e.  within 
the  first  28  days  of  life)  and  of  these  11  occurred  within  the  first 
week  of  life. 
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Deaths  of  Chesterfield  Residents  in  the  year  1955,  classified  according  to  Cause  of  Death,  Sex  and  Age-Periods. 


Cause  of  Death. 


Age  Periods 


0-1 

1 

-5 

5- 

15 

15-25 

1 1 

i 25 

-45 

45-65 

65-75 

75-t- 

TOTAL 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

3 



1 10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

15 

2 

Tuberculosis,  Other 

1 

Syphilitic  Disease  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 



3 



Diphtheria  . . 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

]\Ieningococcal  Infections 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 







2 







2 

1 

iMalignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  . . 

2 

3 

9 

— 

3 

4 

14 

7 

,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

16 

— 

2 

1 

2 

— 

20 

2 

,,  ,,  breast 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

2 

— 





8 

,,  ,,  uterus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 



2 







6 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasm 

4 

1 

12 

11 

9 

8 

10 

9 

35 

29 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  . . 

1 

Diabetes 

1 

1 



2 



2 

1 

5 

Vasular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

1 

— 

12 

12 

10 

18 

32 

25 

55 

55 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

3 

1 

19 

5 

16 

12 

22 

7 

60 

25 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

4 

4 

5 

— 

5 

5 

14 

9 

Other  Heart  Disease 

1 

— 

1 

11 

16 

21 

13 

67 

58 

99 

89 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

1 

4 

2 

22 

13 

30 

17 

Influenza  . . 

1 



1 

1 

2 

1 

Pneumonia 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

3 

7 

3 

4 

8 

14 

19 

Bronchitis  . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

11 

5 

9 

4 

8 

5 

30 

15 

Others  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

1 

5 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 









1 



6 



1 



8 



Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

— 

2 

1 

















1 



1 



2 

3 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5 

— 

1 

1 



2 

1 



8 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 



3 



6 



Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

Congenital  Malformations 

2 

4 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 



— 











3 

7 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 



5 

4 

4 

4 

12 

29 

35 

Motor  Vhicle  Accidents  . . 

— 









1 

1 



1 

1 







3 

1 



3 

5 

All  Other  Accidents 

— 

— 





1 







1 



2 



1 

2 

6 

6 

11 

8 

Suicide 

— 

— 





— 











1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

1 

1 

— 

TOTALS  

8 

17 

1 

4 

1 

1 

3 

1 

22 

11 

119 

76 

112 

81 

205 

166 

471 

357 

GRAND  TOTALS  

2 

5 

> 

2 

4 

3: 

1 

19f 

193 

371 

82! 

3 

« 


* - 
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The  Deaths  as  they  occurred  in  the  Wards. 


Cause  of  Death 

Hasland 

West 

Rother 

St.  Leonards 

Holmebrook 

Central 

Trinity 

St.  Helens 

Moor 

New  bold 

Old  Whittington 

New  Whittington 

Transferable 

Deaths 

TOTAL 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

3 

17 

Tuberculosis,  Other 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

S3'philitic  Disease 

■ — 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic 

Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 
„ „ lung,  . . 

3 

1 

1 

5 

3 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

21 

bronchus 

3 

3 

1 

— 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

3 

— 

1 

22 

,,  ,,  breast  . . 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

8 

„ „ uterus  . . 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

6 

Neoplasm 

5 

5 

13 

9 

5 

2 

4 

4 

3 

3 

5 

3 

3 

64 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Diabetes 

Vasular  Lesions  of  Nervous 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

6 

System 

7 

10 

12 

11 

9 

3 

10 

5 

6 

16 

8 

6 

7 

no 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

8 

9 

9 

6 

3 

5 

12 

4 

1 

14 

6 

1 

7 

85 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

1 

4 

2 

— 

2 

1 

2 

— 

2 

5 

2 

1 

1 

23 

Other  Heart  Disease 

16 

11 

10 

17 

6 

5 

63 

4 

13 

22 

7 

6 

8 

188 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

3 

4 

4 

1 

2 

1 

9 

1 

6 

7 

6 

2 

1 

47 

Influenza 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Pneumonia 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

7 

— 

2 

4 

2 

2 

5 

33 

Bronchitis 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

3 

5 

8 

1 

2 

— 

4 

3 

2 

3 

4 

5 

5 

45 

System 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

8 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

5 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

11 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

6 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malformations 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

10 

Diseases 

6 

6 

8 

5 

3 

3 

6 

2 

6 

8 

4 

2 

5 

64 

]\Iotor  Vehicle  Accidents 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

8 

All  Other  Accidents 

2 

2 

2 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

3 

19 

Suicide  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

• 

— 

— 

— 

' — - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

TOTALS  . . 

1 63 

i 75 

i 90 

! 65 

1 45 

25 

136 

25 

50 

102 

53 

33 

66 

828 

Deaths  in  the  year  1955  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  1 year. 
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Total 
Deaths 
under  1 
Year 
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Causes  of  Death 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  . . 

Other  Respiratory 
Disease  . . 

Gastro-Enteritis  . . 

Congenital 

Malformations  . . 

Prematurity 

Atelectasis  . . 

Injury  at  birth 

.All  Other  Causes  . . 

TOT.ALS 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

The  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  in  the  Borough  are  the 
responsibility  of  either  (a)  The  Derbyshire  County  Council  as  the 
Local  Health  Authority  and  administered  by  the  Chesterfield  Area 
Health  Sub-Committee,  (b)  The  Borough  Education  Committee  or, 

(c)  by  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board  through  the  Chester- 
field Hospital  Management  Committee. 

The  following  is  a list  of  clinic  and  treatment  centres  in  the 
Borough  : 


Name  and  Situation  of  Clinic. 


Open  on. 


(1)  Child  Welfare  Centres 

(a)  Town  Hall  Clinic 

(b)  Edmund  Street  Clinic 


Monday,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Friday  afternoons. 
Monday  and  Wednesday  after- 
noons. 


(c)  Methodist  Schoolroom, 

Jawbones  Hill  . . 

(d)  Village  Hall,  Hasland  . . 

(e)  Methodist  Schoolroom, 

Wellington  Street 

(f)  Gospel  Mission,  Old  Road 

(2)  Ante-Natal  Clinics  - 

(a)  Maternity  Home  Clinic, 

Holywell  Street 

(b)  Edmund  Street  Clinic 


(3)  Post-Natal  Clinics 

(a)  Maternity  Home  Clinic, 

Holywell  Street 

(b)  Edmund  Street  Clinic 


Monday  afternoon. 
Tuesday  afternoon. 

Tuesday  afternoon. 
Thursday  afternoon. 


Thursday  morning  and  after- 
noon, Friday  afternoon. 

. . Tuesday  afternoon. 

First,  third  and  fourth  Tues- 
day mornings  in  month. 

First  Thursday  morning  in 
month. 

First  Tuesday  morning  in 
month. 


(4)  School  Clinic  Town  Hall 

(a)  Minor  Ailment  Treatment 

(b)  Medical  Inspection  and 

consultation 

(c)  Ophthalmic 


Daily  mornings. 

Monday  and  Friday  mornings. 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  morn- 
ings. 
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Name  and  Situation  of  Clinic 

Open  on. 

(d)  Orthopaedic 

Surgeon  : Third  Tuesday  in 
month,  morning. 

Nurses  ; Tuesday  and  Friday 
(morning  and  afternoon). 

(e)  Dental 

Daily,  by  appointment. 

(5)  School  Clinic,  Edmund  Street 

(a)  Minor  Ailment  Treatment 

Daily,  afternoons. 

(b)  Medical  Inspection 

Monday  and  Wednesday  after- 
noons. 

(c)  Dental 

Daily  by  appointment. 

(6)  Tuberculosis 

Brimington  Road  Clinic 

Monday,  Tuesday  and  Thurs- 
day, from  9-30  a.m.  to  11-30 
a.m.,  and  2-0  p.m.  to  4-0 
p.m.,  except  second  Thursday 
in  month. 

(7)  Veneral  Disease 

Chesterfield  Royal  Hospital . . 

Friday,  9-30  a.m.  to  11-30 
a.m.,  and  2-0  p.m.  to  3-30 

p.m. 

Males  : Tuesdays,  5-0  to  7-0 

p.m. 

Fridays,  2-30  to  4-30 

p.m. 

Females  Tuesdays,  2-30  to  4-0 

p.m. 

Fridays,  5-0  to  7-0 

p.m. 

Daily  Treatment  Clinic,  at 
10-0  a.m.  and  5-0  p.m. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Derbyshire  County  Council  provides  the  Ambulance  Ser- 
vice in  the  town,  and  the  facilities  provided  are  efficient  and  ade- 
quate for  the  needs  of  the  Borough. 

Laboratory  Work. 

The  County  Health  Laboratory  carries  out  bacteriological 
examinations  in  connection  with  infectious  diseases  when  necessary, 
and  specimens  in  connection  with  the  investigation  and  control  of 
dysentery,  food  poisoning  and  intestinal  infections  are  examined 
by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Services  provided  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  both  of  which  give  excellent  service  and  co-operation. 
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Home  Nursing. 

The  Home  Nursing  Service  is  provided  for  the  Borough  by 
Derbyshire  County  Council  through  the  Area  Health  Sub-Committee 
and  particulars  of  the  work  of  the  Home  Nurses  will  be  found  in 
the  section  of  this  report  deailng  with  the  services  in  the  town 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

One  case  was  dealt  with  under  Section  47  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act  in  which  an  order  was  made  for  compulsory  removal 
to  hospital.  The  case  was  that  of  a woman  of  advanced  age-who 
lived  alone,  was  ill  and  infirm  and  refused  to  move  from  her  chair. 
In  the  appalling  conditions  under  which  she  lived,  it  was  impossible 
either  to  give  her  sustenance  or  medical  treatment,  and  with  the 
agreement,  and  indeed,  the  wish  of  her  own  doctor,  an  Order  was 
made  for  her  removal  to  hospital,  where  she  died  a few  days  later. 

Several  other  cases  were  investigated  after  reports  from  various 
sources,  i.e.  Welfare  Officers,  Health  Visitors,  W.V.S.,  Old  People’s 
Visitors  and  Private  Practitioners.  These  were  all  satisfactorily 
dealt  with  either  by  persuasion  to  go  voluntarily  to  hospital,  by 
the  pro\'ision  of  a home  help  and/or  District  Nurse,  or  by  constant 
following  up  by  a Health  Visitor. 

Sympathetic  understanding  is  vitally  necessarj^  in  these  cases, 
especially  so  as,  in  most  instances,  they  are  cases  of  independent 
and  mentally  alert  old  people,  and  the  fact  that  the  day-to-day 
administration  of  the  Part  HI  Services  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  is  carried  out  in  close  co-operation  with,  and  in  the  same 
premises  as  the  Health  Department,  ensures  a personal  and  local 
touch  in  dealing  with  them. 

Under  Section  50,  the  Local  Authority  is  required  to  arrange 
for  the  burial  of  persons  dying  in  the  area  where  it  appears  that 
no  arrangements  have  been  or  are  being  made.  During  the  year, 
two  such  burials  were  arranged. 

Nursing  Homes. 

The  Town  Council  is  responsible  under  Section  187  and  195  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1946,  for  the  registration  and  inspection  of 
nursing  homes  in  the  Borough.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were 
two  registered  nursing  homes  in  the  Borough — one  as  a nursing 
home  only  and  one  as  a maternity  home  only — which  provide 
accommodation  of  17  beds,-ll  maternity  and  6 others. 

Welfare  of  Old  People. 

A vital  part  of  the  work  of  all  the  social  ser\dces  is  the  care 
and  welfare  of  old  people,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  in  Chester- 
field all  the  statutory  and  voluntary  agencies  work  in  friendly 
co-operation  to  brighten  the  lives  of  the  old  people. 
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Excellent  work  is  done  by  the  Borough  Old  Peoples’  Welfare 
Committee,  on  which  the  Health  Department  is  represented  by 
Miss  Langton,  Chief  Health  Visitor  and  Mr.  Brown,  Chief  Clerk. 

Miss  Maclean,  the  Secretary  of  the  Old  Peoples’  Welfare 
Committee  has  kindly  given  the  following  report  on  the  work  of 
the  Committee  during  the  year  1955  : — 

Throughout  the  country,  those  who  deal  with  the  welfare  of 
old  people  try  generally  to  provide  services  which  will  enable  those 
who  need  help  to  overcome  their  handicaps  and  to  continue  living 
in  their  own  homes.  This  principle  is  behind  many  of  the  services 
provided  by  local  and  Government  Authorities  and  by  voluntary 
organisations.  The  Health  Visitors,  the  District  Nurses,  the  Home 
Helps  and  the  W.V.S.  Meals  on  Wheels  Scheme  are  examples.  In 
the  Hospitals  also  the  aim  is  always  to  get  the  old  people  back  at 
home.  In  the  County  Homes,  the  residents  are  encouraged  to  help 
in  the  running  of  the  place  and  both  the  County  Welfare  Depart- 
ment and  the  Red  Cross  give  advice  about  simply  made  gadgets 
which  help  overcome  disabilities. 

The  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  provides  services  which 
cannot  yet  be  obtained  from  other  agencies,  tries  to  discover  if 
there  are  needs  not  met  by  any  existing  services  and  acts  as  a co- 
ordinating centre  between  various  organisations.  A good  example 
of  this  research  and  co-ordination  service  occurred  in  1955  after  a 
Darby  and  Joan  Club  member  asked  if  there  were  any  possibihty 
of  having  a Laundry  Service.  The  other  Clubs  were  consulted  and 
advice  was  obtained  from  the  National  Assistance  Board,  the  Divi- 
sional Welfare  Office,  the  Housing  Department  and  the  Health 
Department.  It  was  subsequently  decided  that  there  was  no 
urgent  need  for  a general  Laundry  Service,  but  that  something  should 
be  done  for  infirm  and  incontinent  old  people  living  at  home.  The 
matter  was  discussed  with  the  Health  Department  and  the  Royal 
Hospital  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  hoped  that  it  would  be 
possible  to  start  a service  in  1956. 

A person  having  trouble  with  her  feet  often  suffers  incon- 
venience and  pain  disproportionate  to  the  cause.  We  are  most 
grateful  to  those  chiropodists  in  town  who  treat  Old  Age  Pensioners 
at  a reduced  rate.  Those  who  are  more  severely  handicapped  are 
sometimes  enabled  to  get  out  when  relations  borrow  wheel-chairs 
from  the  Borough  Welfare  Office  or  the  Red  Cross. 

Those  who  are  house  bound  or  bedfast  are  cheered  by  calls 
from  one  of  the  Old  People’s  Visitors.  Magazines  are  sometimes 
taken  and  there  is  a wireless  which  can,  in  certain  cases,  be  lent  for 
short  periods. 

Loneliness  and  lack  of  variety  are  difficulties  for  some  old 
people.  The  fourteen  Darby  and  Joan  Clubs  in  town  try  to  overcome 
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these  difficulties  by  providing  a weekly  meeting  place  for  members 
and  by  arranging  summer  outings  and  winter  parties.  A Film  Mana- 
ger, the  Rotary  Club  and  the  Sheffield  Telegraph  and  Star  also 
provided  special  treats  for  old  people. 

Many  old  people,  however,  have  other  interests  such  as  garden- 
ing or  handicrafts.  The  163  applicants  for  seed  potatoes,  seeds  and 
fertihzer  at  special  cheap  rates  and  the  successful  exhibition  of  handi- 
crafts held  in  April,  showed  this  interest. 

Only  in  exceptional  cases  does  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Com- 
mittee give  direct  financial  or  material  help  though  advice  is  always 
available  about  which  statutory  and  voluntary  organisations  can  be 
approached  for  assistance.  In  this,  as  in  all  other  matters,  the 
other  organisations  have  always  been  most  co-operative  and  the  Old 
People’s  Welfare  Committee  would  like  to  thank  them  all  for  their 
ready  help. 

Medical  Examinations. 

Medical  examinations  are  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officers 
of  the  Department  in  connection  with  new  appointments  to  the 
Corporation  Staff,  Student  Teachers  to  Universities  and  Training 
Colleges,  newly  appointed  Teachers  and  other  staff  appointed  under 
the  Education  Committee  and  in  connection  with  the  staff  appointed 
by  the  Transport  Department.  During  the  year  under  review  244 
medical  examinations  were  carried  out.  In  addition,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  makes  investigations  and  carries  out  examinations 
in  connection  with  the  Corporation’s  Workmen’s  Sick  Pay  Scheme. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

1,375  notifications  were  received  during  the  year  as  against 
420  in  1954.  The  increase  is  due  to  the  fact  that  1955  was  a “measles” 
year,  there  being  1 ,063  cases  of  measles  notified. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  and  types  of  cases, 
age  groups  and  ward  distribution. 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital 

Smallpox  . . 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

74 

21 

Diphtheria  . . 

— 

— 

Para-Typhoid 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

— 

Cefebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  . . 

14 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  . . 

2 

2 

(Non-Paralytic)  . . 

4 

4 

Dysentery  . . 

2 

— 

Measles 

1063 

7 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

182 

2 

Pneumonia 

30 

3 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

1 

TOTALS  . . 

1375 

41 

20 


Cases  notified  in  the  whole  District 


At  age  Groups — Years 


Un- 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

60 

dor 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

& 

To- 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

60 

over 

tals 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

7 

6 

6 

48 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

74 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

2 

4 

20 

30 

Erysipelas 

1 

5 

8 

14 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Measles 

26 

85 

121 

134 

171 

513 

10 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1063 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

17 

29 

29 

20 

72 

3 

1 

1 

_ 

182 

Food  Poisoning 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

1 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis  (para.) 

1 

1 

2 

>.  .1  (non-Para.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

TOTALS 

37 

103 

157 

170 

197 

638 

19 

2 

7 

5 

12 

28 

1375 

Ward  Distribution  of  Cases 


Disease 

Hasland 

Rother  1 

Central 

1 St.  Leonard’s 

Holmebrook 

1 St.  Helen’s 

West 

Trinity 

Newbold 

1 Moor 

Old  Whitt. 

New  Whitt. 

To- 

tals 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

12 

1 

11 

3 

5 

4 

2 

18 

3 

5 

5 

74 

Diphtheria 

Puerperal  Pyre.xia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Pneumonia 

3 

5 

2 

2 

2 

— 

5 

3 

6 

— 

— 

2 

30 

Erysipelas 

— 

3 

— 

1 

4 

— 

3 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

14 

Dysentery 

o 

Measles 

50 

134 

31 

56 

63 

44 

124 

39 

291 

62 

117 

52 

1063 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

39 

7 

8 

9 

6 

26 

10 

34 

6 

24 

3 

182 

Food  Poisoning 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

1 

1 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis  (para) 

1 

1 

2 

„ ,,  (Non  para) 

— 

3 

1 

4 

TOTALS 

68 

198 

41 

79 

82 

55 

164 

55 

352 

73 

146 

62 

1375 
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Tuberculosis. 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age  Periods 

Non- 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

F 

M F 

M 

F 

M F 

Under  1 year 

1 — 5 years 

5 — 10  „ 

10—15  „ 

1 

1 

1 — 

— 

— 



1 







15—20  „ 

20—25  „ 

2 

— 1 

25 — 35  „ 

3 

3 

— — 

— 

— 



35 — 45  ,, 

9 

— 

— — 

3 

— 



45 — 55  ,, 

6 

— 

1 — 

2 

1 



55 — 65  ,, 

3 

■ — ■ 

1 — 

8 

— 



65  and  upwards  . . 

1 

— 

1 — 

2 

1 

— — 

Totals 

26 

4 

4 1 

15 

2 

— — 

Ward  Distribution  of  Tuberculosis. 


Wards 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Hasland 

3 

2 

West 

6 

1 

Rother 

5 

3 

St.  Leonard’s  . . 

2 

1 

Holme  Brook  . . 

2 

1 

Central  . . 

1 

1 

Trinity  

4 

3 

St.  Helen’s 

3 

— 

Moor  

2 

— 

Newbold 

5 

2 

Old  Whittington 

1 

3 

New  Whittington 

1 

— — 

TOTALS  

35 

17 

Mass  Radiography. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  of  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital 
Board  made  its  annual  visit  to  the  Borough  during  July. 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  of  the  Unit  during 
its  visit  to  the  town  in  1955. 


Industrial  Surveys 

Town  Hall 

Grand 

Survey 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Attendances  for  : 

Miniature  Films 

1,174 

789 

1,963 

2,865 

3,110 

5,975 

7,938 

Large  Film  Recalls 

Clinical  Interview  with 

86 

53 

139 

163 

171 

334 

473 

Medical  Director 

3 

2 

5 

9 

6 

15 

20 

Total  Attendances 

1,263 

844 

2,107 

3,037 

3,287 

6,324 

8,431 

Suspected  Tuberculosis 

cases  referred  to  Chest 
Clinic 

10 

3 

13 

14 

7 

21 

34 

Other  conditions  referred 

to  own  Doctor  . . 

14 

3 

17 

57 

40 

97 

114 

Referred  to  a General  Hos- 

pital  for  further  investi- 
gation (via  own  Doctor) 

3 

— 

3 

2 

3 

5 

8 

27 

6 

33 

73 

50 

123 

156 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

The  Water  Supply  for  Chesterfield  is  provided  by  the  Chester- 
field, Bolsover  and  Clowne  Water  Board,  and  comes  from  Linacre 
Reservoirs  and  various  pumping  stations,  which  after  purification 
and  chlorination,  is  distributed  from  service  reservoirs. 

In  the  Water  Board’s  Laboratory,  chemical  and  bacteriological 
analyses  are  made  at  least  weekly,  and  in  may  cases  daily,  from  sour- 
ces, treatment  works,  service  reservoirs  and  direct  tap  supply. 
Bacteriological  samples  are  examined  at  monthly  intervals  by  the 
Public  Analyst.  The  results  of  all  analyses  during  the  year  under 
review  have  been  satisfactory.  The  supply  has  been  satisfactory 
both  in  quantity  and  quality  and  no  plumbo-solvent  action  has  been 
reported. 

The  water  supply  is  in  all  cases  direct  to  dwellinghouses,  and 
no  water  is  supplied  by  means  of  stand-pipes. 

The  Engineer  and  Manager  of  the  Board  informs  me  of  the 
following  additions  and  extensions  to  water  service  and  mains  in 
the  Borough  during  1955  : 
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Houses  Tenanted  . . 570 

Water  Closets  Supplied  . . 633 
Baths  Supplied  . . . . 644 

In  the  course  of  the  year  mains  extensions  to  new  housing 
sites  totalled  a distance  of  1,337  yards. 

Swimming  Pools  and  Baths. 

There  are  two  open  air  swimming  pools  and  one  indoor  swimming 
bath  in  the  Borough  all  of  which  are  owned  and  controlled  by  the 
Corporation.  All  are  equipped  for  continuous  filtration  and  for 
chemical  dosage.  The  open  air  baths  are  in  continuous  use  between 
the  months  of  March  and  October,  while  the  indoor  bath,  which 
is  used  continuously  during  the  day  for  swimming  instruction  by 
the  schools  in  the  Borough  and  surrounding  districts  and  by  youth 
organisations  after  school  hours,  remains  in  use  until  the  end  of 
December. 

During  the  abnormally  hot  summer  this  year,  all  the  baths 
have  been  well  patronised  and  have  been  used  almost  to  capacity. 
This  has  called  for  regular  supervision  by  the  Health  Department 
and  for  the  taking  of  frequent  samples  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion, twenty-four  such  samples  being  submitted  to  the  County 
Laboratory. 

The  results  have  been  very  satisfactory  particularly  having 
regard  to  the  abnormal  usage  referred  to.  Only  two  were  returned 
as  unsatisfactory  and  the  faults  responsible  for  these,  were  quickly 
rectified. 

Sewage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Mr.  Hirst,  the  Sewage  Works  Manager  and  Chemist,  has  kindly 
supplied  the  following  regarding  his  Department. 

“ During  1955  some  12,300  square  yards  of  additional  sludge 
drying  beds  have  been  constructed  and  brought  into  use.  This 
extension  brings  the  total  area  available  for  sludge  drying  to  34,700 
square  yards  and  the  Department  is  gaining  considerable  benefit 
on  the  sludge  treatment  side  of  its  activities.  At  the  same  time  an 
increased  quantity  of  sludge  will  become  available  for  sale  as  a 
manure.” 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

There  are  four  permanently  established  pet  shops  in  the 
Borough  which  are  subject  to  annual  licencing  under  the  above  Act 
and  in  addition  two  licences  are  issued  to  two  stalls  in  the  open 
market.  All  are  subject  to  frequent  inspection,  a total  of  fifty  visits 
having  been  made  in  this  connection.  With  the  exception  of  one 
minor  infringement  in  the  case  of  a pet  stall  in  the  market,  which 
was  immediately  rectified  when  attention  was  called  to  it,  all  the 
businesses  have  been  conducted  in  a very  satisfactory  and  humane 
manner. 
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Rag  Flock  and  other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951. 

There  are  only  two  premises  registered  in  the  Borough  for  the 
manufacture  of  new  articles  containing  filling  material  within  the 
meaning  of  the  above  Act.  Periodic  visits  are  made  to  each  of  these 
and  both  have  operated  in  conformity  with  provision  of  the  Act 
during  the  year.  It  has  not  been  considered  to  be  necessary  to  take 
samples  of  the  filling  materials  from  either  premises  as  inspection 
of  the  stock  revealed  that  only  new  material  bearing  the  mark  of 
the  British  Standards  Institute  as  to  quality  and  purity  were  used 
in  each  factory. 

It  is  not  readily  understood  why  this  Act  should  have  been  so 
limited  in  its  application,  for  it  is  considered  that  equal  safeguards 
are  desirable  in  reconstituted  stuffed  articles  which  in  many  cases 
are  outwardly  indistinguishable  from  new,  but  which  in  fact  often 
contain  filthy  and  generally  unsuitable  filling  material. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

The  Markham  Municipal  Hostel  for  men,  owned  by  the  Corpora- 
tion and  controlled  by  the  Health  Committee  is  the  only  Common 
Lodging  House  in  the  Borough.  It  provides  accommodation  for  120 
lodgers  and  has  been  occupied  to  approximately  ninety  per  cent 
of  its  capacity  throughout  the  year. 

The  Hostel  fulfils  an  important  function  as  one  of  the  Social 
Services  provided  by  the  Corporation  in  that  many  men  without 
homes  or  relatives  are  accommodated  in  cheap  and  comfortable 
lodgings.  This  is  greatly  appreciated  by  many  old  age  pensioners 
who  have  come  to  look  upon  the  Hostel  as  their  permanent  home. 

A large  proportion  of  the  men  now  using  the  Hostel  come 
from  labouring  classes  who  are  attracted  to  the  district  to  work 
on  the  large  industrial  development  schemes  now  in  progress. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  work  undertaken  by  the  Health  Department  in  the  exter- 
mination of  rats  and  mice  in  the  Borough  is  greatly  appreciated 
by  the  general  public,  and  co-operation  is  now  well  established. 
It  is  now  common  place  for  the  appearance  of  the  odd  rat  seen  on 
premises  to  be  notified  to  the  Department,  and  this  permits  action 
to  be  taken  before  a major  infestation  occurs  and  serious  damage 
is  done.  This  is  particularly  important  so  far  as  food  premises  are 
concerned,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  there  has  been  a marked 
reduction  of  complaints  received  from  business  presmises  during  the 
year. 

Treatments  were  carried  out  on  221  premises,  165  of  which  were 
dom.estic  premises,  33  business  premises  and  the  remainder,  premises 
under  the  control  of  the  Local  Authority  and  on  agricultural  land. 
The  infestations  were  for  the  most  part  minor  in  character  and  were 
quickly  cleared,  but  large  infestations  occurred  in  18  premises. 
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one  of  the  most  troublesome  being  on  the  tip  of  the  Cleansing  De- 
partment. Large  scale  treatments  were  applied  in  this  latter  case 
with  the  help  of  operatives  from  the  Infestation  Division  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  and  excellent  results 
were  obtained.  Subsequent  treatments  proved  the  effectiveness 
of  this  operation. 

A total  of  2,555  visits  were  made  by  the  Rodent  Operator, 
and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  connection  with  rodent  control. 
The  treatments,  apart  from  that  mentioned  above,  involved  the 
laying  of  510  pre-baits  and  434  poison  baits.  Block  control  treat- 
ments were  apphed  in  15  cases  and  with  successful  results. 

Structural  works  to  prevent  re-infestation  were  required  on  two 
domestic  premises  and  two  business  premises  and  the  necessary 
works  followed  without  having  to  resort  to  legal  action. 

During  the  year  a survey  has  also  been  carried  out  to  detect 
rat  infestation  of  the  pubUc  sewers  in  the  Borough  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food.  In  the  course  of  this  survey  224  manholes  were  baited  in 
various  parts  of  the  Borough,  and  from  the  results  obtained  there 
was  no  indication  of  heavy  infestation  in  the  sewers  generally. 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

Mention  was  made  in  the  previous  report  of  the  possibility  of 
new  legislation  being  introduced  during  the  year  1956  to  give 
Local  Authorities  greater  powers  for  dealing  with  the  menace  of 
atmospheric  pollution.  Although  considerable  activity  has  con- 
tinued throughout  the  year  in  the  framing  of  the  Clean  Air  Bill 
it  has  not  yet  passed  all  its  stages  through  Parliament,  but  there  are 
indications  that  it  may  well  reach  the  Statute  Book  in  1957.  The 
need  for  the  amendment  of  existing  outdated  law  to  meet  the  prob- 
lems of  atmospheric  pollution  created  by  industrial  expansion 
in  our  towns  and  cities,  as  well  as  to  make  more  efficient  use  of  the 
solid  fuels  which  are  responsible  for  the  pollution  have  long  been 
recognised  by  most  Local  Authorities,  including  the  Borough 
Council,  which  has  not  neglected  any  opportunity  of  giving  support 
to  both  National  and  Local  bodies  who  have  this  problem  at  heart. 

Chesterfield  cannot  be  really  classed  as  one  of  the  “black 
spots”  of  the  country  so  far  as  atmospheric  pollution  is  concerned, 
as  is  shown  from  recordings  taken  at  the  three  recording  stations 
at  Queens  Park,  St.  John's  Road  Highways  Depot  and  at  the 
Sewage  Works,  at  Old  Whittington,  which  stations  were  established 
in  co-operation  with  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial 
Research  in  its  investigation  of  the  problem  of  pollution  nationally, 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  considerable  improvement  can  yet  be 
effected  here,  given  the  necessary  powers,  and  also  the  goodwill 
of  industrialists  and  domestic  consumers  alike,  in  the  more  efficient 
use  of  fuels  burnt. 
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The  problem  of  domestic  smoke,  which  is  a real  one  in  the 
coalfields  due  to  the  greater  use  of  bituminous  coal  for  domestic 
purposes  has  engaged  the  North  East  Derbyshire  Smoke  Abatement 
Consultative  Committee  during  the  year  In  an  attempt  to  reduce 
pollution  from  this  source  and  to  bring  home  to  the  general  public 
the  dangers  and  the  wastefulness  of  burning  raw  bituminous  coal 
on  open  fires,  the  constituent  members  of  the  Committee  in  con- 
junction with  the  Solid  Smokeless  Fuels  Federation  and  the  East 
Midland  Gas  and  Electricity  Boards  decided  to  hold  exhibitions 
throughout  their  areas  during  the  early  part  of  1956  to  encourage 
the  use  of  smokeless  fuels  for  domestic  purposes. 

So  far  as  industrial  smoke  is  concerned,  the  Department  has 
continued  the  supervision  of  industrial  plants  in  the  Borough  and 
regular  observations,  totalling  222,  were  made  during  the  year. 
On  twelve  occasions  during  these  observations  smoke  emission 
exceeded  the  maximum  period  permitted  by  the  Byelaws,  and  on 
each  occasion  the  firm  was  warned.  It  can  be  said  that  despite  these 
lapses,  smoke  emission  generally  has  decreased  and  this  is  shown 
from  recordings  taken  from  the  deposit  gauges,  the  figures  of  which 
are  given  below.  I must  again  thank  Mr.  J.  Hirst,  the  Sewage 
Works  Manager,  and  his  assistant  for  their  help  in  undertaking 
the  analyses  of  the  gauges  throughout  the  year. 

The  Monthly  recordings  taken  at  the  three  stations  established 
in  the  Borough  were  as  follows  : — 

Standard  Deposit  Gauges.  Total  Solids  given  as  tons  per  square  mile. 


St.  John’s 

Sewage 

Month 

Queens  Park 

Road  Depot 

Works 

January 

14.11 

16.01 

17.88 

February 

16.97 

Bottles  broken 

by  Frost 

March  . . 

21.69 

26.31 

16.85 

April 

16.44 

17.57 

No  result 

May 

16.58 

15.11 

20.31 

June  . . 

21.38 

16.33 

28.33 

July  . . 

14.01 

21.12 

18.58 

August 

18.01 

21.75 

No  result* 

September 

13.41 

13.66 

No  result* 

October 

16.05 

15.78 

22.09 

November 

13.74 

20:59 

17.89 

December 

17.49 

19.54 

16.74 

Average 

16.65 

18.52 

19.83 
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Lead  Peroxide  Gauges.  Figures  represent  the  daily  average 
of  sulphur  absorbed  by  the  lead  peroxide  method,  expressed  in 
milligrams  per  100  square  centimetres  : — 


St.  John’s 

Sewage 

Month 

Queens  Park 

Road  Depot 

Works 

January 

1.95 

2.37 

1.80 

February 

1.83 

2.38 

1.62 

March  . . 

2.02 

2.17 

1.63 

April 

0.73 

1.11 

0.91 

May 

1.33 

0.99 

0.75 

June 

0.59 

0.86 

0.62 

July  . . . . 

0.67 

0.80 

2.11  * 

August 

0.87 

0.93 

No  result* 

September 

0.74 

1.00 

No  result* 

October 

1.35 

1.56 

2.69* 

November 

1.85 

2.50 

1.89 

December 

1.66 

1.78 

2.01 

Averages 

1.29 

1.53 

1.60 

* The  figures  are  unreliable  owing  to  the  gauge  being  affected  by 
hydrogen  sulphur  liberated  from  highly  septic  sewage  during  the 
long  dry  spell  which  occurred  during  the  summer  months. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Table  showing  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 

during  1955. 

Complaints  investigated  . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,029 

Nuisances  found  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,131 

Nuisances  abated  . . . . . . . . . . . . 901 

Houses  disinfected  . . . . . . . . . . . . 82 

Visits  to  Infected  Houses  . . . . . . . . , . 92 

Visits  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  . . . . 129 

Visits  re  Shops  Act  . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 

Visits  to  Premises  where  Foodstuffs  are  prepared  and  sold 

including  Restaurant  Kitchens  . . . . . . 320 

Visits  to  Offensive  Trades  . . . . . . . . . . 30 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . 909 

Visits  to  Market  Stalls  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,480 

Visits  to  Manure  Receptacles  . . . . . . . . — 

Visits  to  Common  Lodging  Houses  . . . . . . 53 

Visits  to  Houses-let-in-Lodgings  . . . . . . . . 4 

Visits  to  Factories  . . . . . . . . . . . . 93 

Visits  to  Drains  to  New  Buildings  . . . . . . 493 

Visits  re  Drains  Tested  by  Smoke  or  Water  . . . . 799 

Number  of  Re-inspections  . . . . . . . . . . 3,524 

Number  of  Miscellaneous  Visits  . . . . . . . . 2,387 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected  . . . . . . . . 1,750 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  . . . . . . . . 923 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  . . . . . . . . 268 

Visits  to  Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 66 

Observations  re  Smoke  . . . . . . . . . . 222 

Visits  to  Ice  Cream  Shops  and  Manufacturers  . . . . 56 

Visits  re  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  . . . . 2,555 

Visits  re  Pet  Animals  Act  . . . . . . . . . , 59 
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Total  Record  of  Works  carried  out  as  a result  of  action  taken  by  the 

Sanitary  inspectors. 


Obstructed  Drains  Cleansed  . . . . . . . . 197 

Drains  reconstructed  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Drains  tested  by  smoke  or  water  . . . . . . . . 799 

Inspection  chambers  built  or  repaired  . . . . . . 28 

Gulley  traps  fixed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 

Defects  in  drains  repaired  . . . . . , . . . . 45 

Sink  Wastes  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 34 

New  sinks  fixed  or  defects  remedied  . . . . . . 39 

Rain  water  pipes  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 71 

Rain  water  pipes  disconnected  . . . . . . . . 8 

W.C.  and  vent  pipes  repaired  . . . . . . . . 22 

Eaves  spoutings  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 173 

Water  closets  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 206 

Water  closets  provided  . . . . . , . . . . 1 

New  Dustbins  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 97 

Dirty  closets  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Dirty  premises  cleansed  . . . . . , . . . . 20 

Houses  made  reasonably  fit  . . . . . . . . 555 

Water  in  Cellars  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Windows  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 104 

Damp  proof  courses  inserted  in  walls  . . . . . . 5 

Roofs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 245 

Floors  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 70 

Doors  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Plastering  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 167 

Damp  Walls  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 131 

Defective  Fireplaces,  etc,,  repaired  108 

Houses  provided  with  Internal  Water  Supply  . . . . 3 

Yards  repaved  . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Yard  or  Footpath  Surfaces  repaired  . . . , . . 31 

Accumulations  of  Refuse  removed  . . . . . . . . 29 

Nuisances  from  fowls  and  other  animals  abated  . . . . 9 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  . . . . . . . . 50 

Factory  Contraventions  . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Ventilation  provided  or  improved  . , . . . . . . 3 

Proper  Food  Store  provided  . . . . . . . . 1 

Smoke  Observations  . . . . . . . . . . . . 222 

Waste  Water  Closets  converted  into  W.C.’s  . . . . 8 

Manure  Pits  Provided  or  Repaired  . . , . . . 1 
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Table  of  Nuisances  discovered  and  dealt  with. 


No.  of 
Inspections 
made  by 

No.  of  Notices 

Served 

No.  of 
Nuisances 
abated  with 

• 

Sanitary 

Inspectors 

Informal 

Legal 

or  without 
Notice 

Drainage  : 

No  disconnection  of  waste  pipe 

4 

1 

1 

Defective  waste  pipe,  traps,  . . 
inlets  and  drains 

342 

92 

1 

155 

Drains  obstructed 

vS54 

178 

— 

198 

Closets  and  Ashpits  : 

Defective  privies,  pail  closets 
and  ashpits  . . 

Conversion  of  privies  into  W.C.’s 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Conversion  of  waste  water 
closets  into  W.C.’s  . . 

28 

6 

8 

Conversion  of  privies  into  pail 
closets 

Defective  Water  Closets 

523 

147 

11 

206 

Provision  of  Additional  Water 
Closets 

8 

2 

2 

Provision  for  portable  ashbins 

— 

— 

— 

88 

Dirty  Closets 

42 

14 

— 

10 

Other  Defects : 

Paving  of  courts  and  yards 

109 

25 

4 

51 

Roofs,  eaves-spouts  and  down- 
spouts 

894 

228 

27 

490 

Sinks 

120 

31 

7 

40 

Insufficient  Ventilation 

7 

1 

— 

3 

Windows . . 

191 

44 

3 

104 

Dampness 

312 

72 

19 

130 

Water  in  Cellars 

14 

2 

— 

10 

Water  supply 

9 

2 

3 

3 

Overcrowding  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Foul  condition  of  houses 

25 

9 

— 

7 

Offensive  accumulations 

86 

* 28 

1 

30 

Animals  improperly  kept 

32 

8 

— 

9 

Pigsties  . . 

6 

2 

— 

1 

Smoke  Nuisances 

222 

11 

— 

11 

Urinals  . . 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Nuisances  not  specified  above 

672 

111 

21 

412 

TOTALS 

4,203 

1,015 

97 

1,969 

Table  showing  Types  and  Numbers  of  the  various  Sanitary  Conveniences  to  Dwellinghouses  in  the  Borough  according 

to  Wards. 
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No.  on 
Register 

Inspections 

made 

Notices 

served 

Nuisances 
abated  with 
or  without 
Notice 

Bakehouses 

35 

66 

13 

10 

Slaughterhouses  . . 

1 

990 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades  . . 

10 

30 

1 

1 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

1 

53 

— 

— 

TOTALS  

47 

1,139 

14 

11 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by 
Byelaws  and  Regulations. 

The  following  table  shows  the  character  and  number  of  prem- 


ises in  the  Borough  : — 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . . . . . . . . I 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

*Tripe  Boilers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

*Gut  Scrapers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

*Tan  Yards  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

*Tallow  Melters  . . . . . . . , . . . . 1 

*Dealers  in  Rags  and  Bones  . . . . . . . . 3 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 

Preserved  Food  Stores  . . . . . . . . 37 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . 53 

Premises  where  Milk  is  produced  or  sold  . . . . 129 

Factories  of  various  kinds  , . . . . . . . 286 


* Offensive  Trades. 
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1— Factories. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Factories  on  the 
Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 


Where 
Mechanical 
Power  is 
used 

Where 
Mechanical 
Power  is 
not  used 

Building  and  Woodworking 

39 

6 

Foundries 

13 

— 

Brewing  and  Aerated  Waters 

3 



Potteries  and  Brickmaking 

5 

— 

Engineers 

22 

— 

Printing 

10 

— 

Baking,  Confectionery  and  Other  Foods  . . 

40 

3 

Dressmaking,  Tailoring  and  Millinery 

11 

5 

Surgical  Dressings  and  Box  Making,  etc.  . . 

6 

— 

Laundries 

4 

— 

Motor  Vehicle  Repairs 

44 

5 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairing  . . 

7 

2 

Various 

43 

11 

Metal  Breaking  and  Scrap  Sorting 

4 

3 

251 

35 

Visits  to  Outworkers’  Premises  . . . . 12 


2.— Inspection  of  Factories. 


Premises 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  with  mechanical 

power 

72 

17 

— 

Factories  without  mechanical 

power 

21 

3 

— 

Other  premises  under  the  Act 

6 

— 

— 

99 

20 

— 
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3.— Defects  found  in  Factories. 


Particulars 

Number  of  Defects 

No.  of 
Defects  in 
respect  of 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

which 

Prosecutions 

were 

Instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

9 

6 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

Insufficient 

1 

1 

Unsuitable 

10 

3 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

1 

1 

— 

— 

21 

11 

— 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Milk  Supply— Milk  Register. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

No.  of  persons  registered  as  Distributors  . . . . . . 122 

No.  of  persons  registered  as  Dairies  ..  ..  ..  11 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk). 

No.  of  Dealers’  (Pasteurisers’)  Licences  . . . . . . 1 

No  of  Dealers’  Licences  to  use  the  special  designation  “Pas- 
teurised” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 

No.  of  Supplementary  Licences  to  use  the  special  desig- 
nation “Pasteurised”  . . . . . . . . . . 19 

No.  of  Dealers’  Licences  to  use  the  special  designation 

“Sterilised”  21 

No.  of  Supplementary  Licences  to  use  the  special  desig- 
nation “Sterilised”  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949/1950. 

No.  of  Dealers’  Licences  to  use  the  special  designation 

“Tuberculin  Tested”  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..59 

No.  of  Supelementary  Licences  to  use  the  special  desig- 
nation “Tuberculin  Tested”  . . . . . . . . 18 

No.  of  Visits  made  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops.  . . 129 


35 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations  1949/1954. 

As  Chesterfield  is  within  a Specified  Area,  all  the  milk  sold 
in  the  Borough  is  controlled  by  the  above  regulation.  More  than 
90%  of  the  milk  sold  is  now  heat  treated,  the  remainder  being  pro- 
duced from  Attested  and  Tuberculin  Tested  Herds  in  and  around 
the  Borough.  The  milk  supply  generally  can  be  considered  as  satis- 
factory both  in  regard  to  purity  and  quality. 

The  supervision  of  milk  production  on  dairy  farms  is  vested  in 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  who  are  also  res- 
ponsible for  the  licencing  of  the  producer-retailer  of  Tuberculin 
Tested  Raw  Milk,  whilst  the  control  of  milk  distribution  and  that 
of  processing  plants  in  the  Borough  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Health  Department. 

The  large  modem  pasteurising  dairy  operating  in  the  Borough 
received  milk  for  treatment  from  a wide  area,  and  the  area  of  dis- 
tribution from  this  dairy  is  correspondingly  wide. 

The  distribution  of  milk  within  the  Borough  is  in  the  hands  of 
108  dealers  all  of  whom  hold  annual  licences  issued  under  the 
Regulations,  by  the  Borough  Council,  the  classification  of  these 
licences  is  shown  in  the  foregoing  Table.  In  addition  14  producer 
retailers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  hold  licences  issued  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

Frequent  samples  are  taken  from  incoming  milk  to  the  pro- 
cessing dairy  in  order  to  check  its  compositional  quality  and  to 
detect  adulteration,  and  out  of  161  samples  taken,  19  were  found 
to  be  not  genuine  or  below  standard. 

The  average  compositional  quality  of  the  samples  of  milk  taken 
during  the  year  was  ; — 

Milk  Fat  . . . . . . . . . . 3.49  per  cent. 

Milk  Solids  other  than  Milk  Fat  . .•  . . 8.49  per  cent. 

Samples  of  heat  treated  milk,  taken  from  Dairy  Companies 
and  from  the  milk  distributors  are  regularly  submitted  to  the  County 
Bacteriologist  and  subjected  to  the  Phosphatase  and  Methylene 
Blue  Tests.  All  thirty-six  samples  submitted,  satisfied  the  heat 
treatment  test,  and  twenty-eight  subjected  to  the  Methylene  Blue 
Test  all  were  shown  to  have  satisfactory  keeping  quality. 

Milk  Tested  for  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

In  addition  to  samples  of  milk  being  taken  to  test  its  quality 
and  purity,  it  is  considered  necessary  to  take  independent  samples 
from  those  supplies  which  are  not  subjected  to  heat  treatment 
before  being  sold  for  human  consumption,  to  ensure  freedom  from 
tubercle  infection. 

There  are  in  the  Borough  14  producer  retailers  of  untreated 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  and  8 retailers  of  such  milk  receiving  their 
supplies  from  the  surrounding  area,  and  it  is  from  these  supplies 
that  samples  are  taken  for  biological  examination. 

Fifteen  such  samples  were  submitted  to  the  County  Bacteriol- 
ogist during  the  year  and  all  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Meat  and  other  Foods. 

After  the  first  complete  year  of  working  since  decontrol,  the 
pattern  of  slaughtering  and  the  distribution  of  Meat  Supplies  in  the 
Borough  has  reverted  to  that  obtained  in  the  pre-war  years,  with 
the  possible  difference  that  the  marketing  of  meat  is  in  the  hands 
of  a larger  number  of  wholesalers,  rather  than  in  those  of  the  in- 
dividual meat  salesman. 

With  the  change  in  Government  Policy,  which  now  appears 
to  express  itself  against  moderate  concentration,  as  was  originally 
envisaged,  there  seems  to  be  little  possibility  that  the  Corporation 
Abattoir  will  be  utilised  to  fulfil  the  role  it  has  fulfilled  so  efficiently 
during  the  14  years  it  was  used  as  the  Central  Slaughtering  estab- 
lishment for  North  East  Derbyshire. 

Throughout  the  period  of  control  two  private  slaughterhouses 
previously  used  for  the  slaughter  of  pigs  were  licenced  year  by  year 
but  neither  was  used  for  slaughtering.  The  Borough  Council  there- 
fore decided  that  as  slaughtering  facilities  had  been  proved  to  be 
adquate  to  cope  with  all  the  needs  of  the  Borough,  licences  should 
not  be  issued  in  respect  of  these  private  slaughter  houses  after 
March,  1955,  and  by  resolution  of  the  Council  it  was  decided  to 
close  them.  An  appeal  was  lodged  against  such  closure  in  the  case 
of  one  of  these  slaughterhouses  and  after  a Public  Inquiry  the 
Ministry  confirmed  the  Council’s  resolution. 

During  the  year  a total  of  38,199  animals  were  slaughtered  in 
the  Corporation  Abattoir  and  259  pigs  were  slaughtered  in  one  of 
the  private  slaughter  houses  up  to  the  time  of  its  closure  on  the  31st 
March.  The  combined  total  of  animals  slaughtered  represents  a 
considerable  decrease  on  that  of  the  previous  year  which  included 
six  months  of  control.  All  animals  slaughtered  were  inspected, 
such  inspection  resulting  in  the  condemnation  of  almost  57  tons  of 
meat  and  offals,  found  to  be  diseased  or  otherwise  unfit  for  human 
consumption.  The  considerable  decrease  in  meat  condemned  is 
not  wholly  due  to  the  decrease  in  animals  slaughtered  but  rather 
reflects  the  improved  quality  of  animals  sent  in  for  slaughter  since 
the  return  to  free  trading. 

It  is  pleasing  to  see  that  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  is  re- 
duced in  all  bovine  classes,  the  reduction  in  cows  being  from  43.53 
to  31.72  per  cent,  whilst  that  in  calves  was  from  0.7  to  0.30  per  cent. 
There  is  little  doubt  that  the  extension  of  the  Attested  Herd  and 
Tuberculin  Tested  Herd  Schemes  is  now  showing  results  in  the 
eradication  of  tuberculosis  from  dairy  herds.  Which  is  gratifying 
both  in  regard  to  the  safety  of  the  milk  supply  and  also  in  the  re- 
duction in  the  colossal  wastage  of  meat  hitherto  resulting  from  the 
ravages  of  this  disease.  Only  two  cases  of  congenital  tuberculosis 
was  found  in  calves  during  the  year,  and  as  these  came  into  the 
Abattoir  through  dealers  it  was  not  possible  to  trace  the  disease 
back  to  the  dams. 
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A slight,  although  unaccountable  increase  in  tuberculosis  in 
pigs,  from  6.38  to  8.00  per  cent  was  found  during  the  year. 

The  incidence  of  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  in  cattle, 
calves  and  pigs  all  showed  appreciable  reduction  on  the  previous 
year.  This  was  particularly  noticeable  in  the  cows  slaughtered 
with  a percentage  of  31.00  against  43.28  for  1954.  Most  of  the 
diseases  under  this  heading  were  parasitic  in  character  and  localised 
in  extent.  A comparatively  small  number  of  calves  were  slaughtered 
and  of  these  only  2.75  were  diseased,  compared  with  7.71  during  the 
previous  year.  The  calves  now  being  received  at  the  Abattoir  are 
generally  older  and  of  better  qualit}^  than  the  large  number  slaughter- 
ed during  control.  Only  nine  whole  carcases  were  condemned  for 
immaturity  compared  with  five  times  that  number  during  1954. 

The  re-introduction  of  the  cysticercosis  into  this  country  during 
the  war  years  and  its  frequent  appearance  in  cattle  slaughtered  for 
food  is  disquieting  and  there  are  indications  that  eradication  may 
be  a long  process.  During  the  year  41  cases  of  infestation  have  been 
located  in  cattle  slaughtered  at  the  Abattoir.  Fortunately  all  have 
been  minor  infestations,  and  confined  to  one  or  at  the  most  two 
sites.  It  vnll  be  appreciated  that  it  is  the  minor  infestations  which 
might  well  defy  detection,  as  in  many  cases  only  odd  cysts  are  found. 
Apart  from  condemning  the  infected  part,  precautions  are  taken 
to  render  infected  carcases  safe  by  subjecting  them  to  deep  freezing 
for  a 21  day  period. 

The  inspection  of  food  other  than  meat  on  the  premises  of 
wholesale  distributors  and  of  retailers,  has  resulted  in  the  con- 
demnation of  a further  seven  tons  of  various  foods,  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption.  Of  this  total  over  four  and  a half  tons  were 
canned  foods,  whilst  one  and  a quarter  tons  comprised  fruit  and 
vegetables.  The  combined  total  of  all  foods  condemned  was  there- 
fore almost  64  tons.  Whilst  all  this  food  was  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption almost  all  of  it  could  be  utilised  for  technical  purposes 
or  for  animal  feeding. 

Summary  of  Meat  Inspection,  1955. 

Table  2. 


Carcases  Inspected 

Beasts 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

At  the  Abattoir  . . 
At  Private 

6,552 

655 

14,625 

16,370 

Slaughterhouses 

— 

— 

— 

259 

TOTAL 

6,552 

655 

14,625 

16,629 

Total  Number  of  Animals  killed  . . . . . . 38,458 

Number  Inspected  . . . . . . . . 38,461 
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Food  Surrendered  during  Inspection. 


At  the  Abattoir  and  Farms 


Beef 

Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs. 
10  18  1 

lbs. 

8 

Veal  . . 

— 

6 

2 

18 

Mutton  . . 

— 

6 

3 

2 

Pork 

4 

14 

1 

0 

Offals  . . 

40 

10 

3 

2 

56  16 


Surrendered  by  Traders 


Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs. 

lbs. 

Canned  Foods 

4 

12 

3 

5 

Meat 

— 

2 

0 

19 

Offals  . . 

— 

5 

3 

4 

Ham  and  Bacon 

— 

6 

1 

19 

Fish 

— 

5 

0 

7 

Cheese  . . 

— 

3 

0 

19 

Sausages 

Fruit  and 

— 

— 

3 

7 

Vegetables  . . 

1 

4 

1 

14 

Miscellaneous  . . 

— 

1 

1 

26 

0 8 


63  18  3 10 


Meat  Inspection,  1955.  Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938/50. 

A total  of  292  samples  of  food  and  drugs  have  been  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst  during  the  year,  comprising  75  formal  and 
217  informal  samples.  Of  these  214  samples  were  of  milk  and  78 
were  of  various  foods  and  drugs. 

Thirty-eight  samples  were  found  on  analysis  to  be  not  genuine 
or  below  standard.  Of  these,  thirty-two  related  to  samples  of  milk, 
two  to  pork  sausages,  two  to  lemon  pulp  and  one  each  to  butter 
confectionery  and  shredded  suet.  The  unsatisfactory  samples 
represented  9.69  per  cent  of  all  samples  submitted. 

Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  milk  produced  in 
the  Borough,  and  a considerable  amount  of  that  produced  in  the 
surrounding  area  is  sent  to  a large  Pasteurising  Dairy  in  the  Borough, 
informal  sampling  or  "platform  testing”  of  the  incoming  milk  is 
carried  out  to  a greater  extent,  than  was  the  case  when  the  milk 
producers  were  retailing  their  own  milk,  and  a total  of  161  such 
samples  were  taken  at  the  Dairy  Company’s  premises.  Nineteen 
of  these  samples  were  found  to  be  below  standard,  9 being  de- 
ficient in  both  milk  fat  and  milk  solids  other  than  milk  fat,  7 in 
milk  fat  only  and  3 in  non-fatty  solids.  The  milk  fat  deficiencies 
in  the  main  were  comparatively  small,  and  in  most  cases  were  balanc- 
ed by  fat  in  excess  of  the  minimum  standard  in  other  chums  sent  in 
by  the  same  producers  at  the  same  time,  indicating  that  the  total 
yield  from  the  herds  was  of  satisfactory  quality.  Informal  samples 
taken  from  two  chums  sent  in  by  one  producer  were  found  to  be 
deficient  in  milk  fat  and  non-fatty  solids  and  by  their  freezing 
point  were  shown  to  contain  added  water,  this  amounting  to  5.1 
per  cent  in  one  sample.  Following  these  results,  formal  samples 
were  taken  from  two  chums  awaiting  collection  on  the  producers 
premises.  On  analysis  one  of  these  samples  was  found  to  contain 
4.7  per  cent  of  added  water.  Appeal  to  Cow  samples  were  taken 
from  the  herd  yielding  the  milk,  preparatory  to  instituting  legal 
proceedings  in  this  case,  and  these  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
When  the  case  came  before  the  Borough  Magistrates  Court  the 
producer  contended  that  the  adulteration  had  inadvertently  occur- 
red from  a perished  water  hose  in  the  cooler.  The  Justices  imposed 
a fine  of  £3  3s.  Od.,  together  with  £5  5s.  Od.  costs. 

A further  informal  sample  was  shown  to  contain  5.6  per  cent 
of  added  water,  but  when  formal  samples  were  taken  from  this 
supply  before  delivery  to  the  Dairy  Company  these  were  found  to 
be  genuine,  so  further  action  could  not  be  taken. 

Following  milk  fat  deficiencies  of  12.0  and  11.0  per  cent  in 
two  chums  sent  in  by  a producer,  point  of  delivery  samples  were 
taken  formally  from  three  churns  awaiting  collection  by  the  Dairy 
Company.  On  analysis  all  were  deficient  in  milk  fat  to  the  extent 
of  14.6,  20.0  and  5.6  per  cent  respectively.  Having  regard  to  these 
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results  "Appeal  to  Cow”  samples  were  taken  from  both  the  morning 
and  evening  milkings  and  these  were  also  found  to  be  deficient  in 
milk  fat  and  slightly  deficient  in  non-fatty  solids.  It  was  thus  found 
that  the  herd  was  yielding  a substandard  milk  and  legal  proceedings 
could  not  therefore  be  taken.  The  producer  was  given  a written 
warning  to  improve  the  quality  of  his  supply  and  subsequent 
samples  taken  showed  that  this  warning  had  been  heeded. 

It  is  of  interest  that  in  addition  to  the  samples  returned  as  not 
genuine,  sixty-nine  samples  were  found  to  be  low  in  milk  solids 
other  than  milk  fat,  but  as  the  freezing  points  of  all  these  were 
within  the  normal  range  for  genuine  milk  all  were  classed  as  genuine, 
the  deficiencies  apparently  being  due  to  natural  causes.  It  is  possible 
that  the  pastures  resulting  from  the  very  dry  summer  may  have  been 
a contributory  cause  of  the  poorer  quality  of  the  milk. 

The  quarterly  analysis  of  the  milk  sampled  was  as  follows  : — 


No.  of 
samples 

Aver 

ages 

Milk 

Fat  % 

Solids 
not  Fat  % 

March  Quarter 

53 

3.54 

8.48 

June  Quarter 

64 

3.22 

8.47 

September  Quarter 

49 

3.62 

8.54 

December  Quarter 

48 

3.60 

8.46 

Averages  for  1955 

3.49 

8.49 

Two  formal  samples  of  pork  sausages  were  found  to  contain 
only  58.5  and  58.1  per  cent  of  meat  respectively,  both  being  retailed 
at  2/8d.  per  lb.  In  the  absence  of  a stautory  standard  for  sausages 
legal  proceedings  were  not  taken  in  either  case  but  written  warnings 
were  issued  to  increase  the  meat  content  of  the  sausages.  Having 
regard  to  the  wide  variation  in  the  quality  of  sausages  compared 
with  the  price  charged  it  is  considered  that  the  re-introduction  of 
a statutory  standard  is  justified  both  in  the  interests  of  those  traders 
who  are  anxious  to  produce  sausages  of  reasonable  quality  and  of 
the  purchasing  public  who  are  at  the  mercy  of  the  unscrupulous 
trader. 

Two  of  four  formal  samples  of  Italian  Lemon  Pulp  taken  from 
4 casks  consigned  to  a local  fruit  preserving  company  were  found 
on  analysis  to  contain  sulphur  dioxide  in  excess  of  the  permissible 
amount  defined  in  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives  in  Food) 
Regulations  1925  to  1948,  the  excess  being  526  and  49  parts  per 
million  respectively.  It  was  established  that  in  the  subsequent 
processing  of  the  lemon  pulp  in  the  making  of  lemon  curd,  for  which 
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it  was  intended  the  sulphur  dioxide  was  largely  removed  and  in 
consequence  it  was  not  considered  necessary  to  prohibit  the  use 
of  the  pulp.  The  consignors  were  notified  in  writing  of  the  infringe- 
ment of  the  Regulations  and  in  a written  reply  it  was  stated  that  the 
exporters  had  been  similarly  notified  and  that  no  further  supplies 

were  to  be  accepted  from  this  source. 

A formal  sample  of  butter  confectionery  known  as  Butter 
Selection,  was  found  to  contain  only  3.79  per  cent  of  fat  including 
3.15  per  cent  of  butter  fat,  compared  with  the  minimum  of  4 per 
cent  of  butter  fat  as  defined  in  the  Code  of  Practice  governing  the 
quality  of  such  confectionery.  Having  regard  to  the  nature  of  these 
sweets  a further  sample  was  taken  on  the  advice  of  the  Public 
Analyst  and  this  was  satisfactory. 

Following  an  unsatisfactory  report  on  an  informal  sample  of 
shredded  suet  found  to  be  deficient  in  beef  fat  to  the  extent  of 
4.0  per  cent,  a formal  sample  was  taken  from  the  same  brand  of 
this  product.  This  was  found  to  be  genuine. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 


Nature  of  Food  or  Drug 

No.  of 
Samples 
obtained 

Formal 

Informal 

No. 

Genuine 

No.  not 
Genuine 
or  below 
standard 

Milk  

214 

53 

161 

182 

32 

Milk  (Condensed) 

3 

— 

3 

3 



Butter 

6 

— 

6 

6 



Cream 

3 

— 

3 

3 

Cooking  Fat 

1 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

Lard 

1 

— 

1 

1 



Ice  Cream 

8 

— 

8 

8 

— 

Sausages  Pork 

6 

5 

1 

4 

2 

Beef  . . 

o 

2 

— 

2 



Meat  Paste 

1 

— 

1 

1 



Fish  and  Fish  Paste 

2 

— 

2 

2 



Meat  Cakes 

1 

— 

1 

1 



Preserves 

3 

— 

3 

3 



Coffee 

1 

— 

1 

1 



Soft  Drinks 

4 

— 

4 

4 

_ 

Butter  Confectionery  , . 

7 

7 

— 

6 

1 

Confectionery  . . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Vinegar  . . 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Self  Raising  Flour 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Canned  Fruit 

3 

— 

3 

3 

— 

Suet 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Beer  and  Spirits 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Baking  Powder  . . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Ice  Lollies 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Bacon 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Ground  Ginger  . . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Mint  in  Vinegar 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Glycerine 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Olive  Oil 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Mince  Meat 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Lemon  Pulp 

4 

4 

— 

2 

2 

Energy  Tonic  . . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Gelatine 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Iodine 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

TOTAL  .. 

292 

75 

217 

254 

38 
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Summary  for  the  last  Five  Years. 


Year 

Number 

of 

Samples 

obtained 

Number 

Genuine 

Number 

below 

standard 

( 

Percen- 

tage 

Prose- 

cutions 

Amount  of 
Fines  and 
costs 

Imposed 

1951 

272 

255 

17 

6.2 

3 

;^31  11  0 

1952 

250 

227 

23 

9.2 

5 

;^18  9 6 

1953 

285 

226 

59 

20.6 

6 

^38  1 1 0 

1954 

275 

249 

26 

9.45 

1 

£20  0 0 

1955 

292 

254 

38 

13.0 

1 

;^8  8 0 

Ice  Cream. 

There  are  six  premises  in  the  Borough  registered  for  the  manu- 
facture of  Ice-cream,  three  of  which  are  manufacturing  by  heat 
treatment  process,  the  remainder  using  a complete  “cold  mix.” 
In  addition  200  premises  are  registered  for  the  retail  sale  of  Ice-cream, 
in  the  pre-packed  form,  the  supplies  largely  being  obtained  from 
wholesale  manufacturers  outside  the  Borough. 

Special  attention  continues  to  be  given  to  those  premises 
where  the  heat  treatment  process  is  used  and  in  the  main  these 
have  been  operated  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations,  although 
lapses  in  the  proper  use  of  recording  apparatus  has  occurred  from 
time  to  time,  and  warnings  have  been  issued.  Fifty-six  visits  have 
been  made  to  Ice-cream  premises.  Of  twenty-three  samples  sub- 
mitted to  the  County  Bacteriologist  for  Methylene  Blue  Test,  four 
were  returned  as  unsatisfactory,  two  of  these  being  from  Ice-cream 
made  in  the  Borough  and  the  others  coming  from  outside.  Warnings 
were  issued  in  each  case  and  subsequent  samples  taken  from  the 
supplies  were  satisfactory. 

The  grading  of  the  23  samples  was  as  follows  : — 


Grade  1 

13  samples 

satisfactory. 

„ 2 

6 samples 

satisfactory. 

4 

Food  Hygiene. 

4 samples 

unsatisfactory. 

If  achievement  in  the  field  of  food  hygiene  were  to  be  measured 
by  the  occurrences  of  food  borne  infections  in  a district,  this  Borough 
might  have  good  reason  for  self  congratulation,  for  no  such  out- 
break was  notified  during  the  year.  This  is,  of  course,  very  satis- 
factory and  reflects  favourably  on  all  those  persons  engaged  in 
the  preparation  and  handling  of  food,  but  it  gives  no  grounds  for 
complacency  nor  for  the  impression  that  the  standards  of  hygiene 
in  the  Borough  cannot  be  further  improved. 

Local  Authorites  have  for  a long  time  been  anxious  to  improve 
and  extend  the  scope  of  existing  legislation  to  ensure  the  more 
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hygienic  treatment  of  food  through  all  the  stages  of  preparation, 
handling  and  delivery  to  the  consumer,  and  this  has  become  more 
urgent  in  recent  years  with  the  increasing  tendency  towards  com- 
munal feeding.  This  need  has  now  been  recognised  by  the  Central 
Government  for  in  the  framing  of  the  consolidating  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955,  which  received  Royal  Assent  in  November,  wider  and 
more  embracing  powers  are  included  in  the  Act  and  in  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  made  thereunder  for  controlling  food 
supplies. 

The  supervision  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared  and  sold 
is  one  of  the  most  important  functions  of  this  department  and  in 
this  connection  444  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  during  the 
year,  these  included  restaurant  kitchens,  school  kitchens,  and  fact- 
ory canteens  and  shops  where  food  was  sold.  In  addition  particular 
attention  was  paid  to  the  sale  of  food  from  stalls  in  the  open  air. 
This  latter  form  of  trading  leaves  much  to  be  desired  but  in  the 
main  traders  were  doing  their  best  under  difficult  conditions. 
It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  new  Regulations  will  give  greater 
control  over  this  type  of  trading. 

Appreciating  that  personal  education  in  the  hygienic  handling 
of  food  is  best  achieved  by  talking  to  food  operatives  at  their  place 
of  work,  talks  have  been  given  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
to  the  staff  of  some  of  the  larger  food  manufacturing  premises 
and  also  to  canteen  staffs.  These  have  been  well  received  by  the 
staffs  and  appreciated  by  the  management. 

Similar  talks  have  also  been  given  to  public  organisations 
in  the  Borough  at  which  use  has  been  made  of  appropriate  films. 
The  increasing  interest  being  shown  by  the  general  public  in  the 
subject  of  food  hygiene  and  the  discrimination  shown  in  favour 
of  those  food  premises  where  standards  are  the  highest  will  greatly 
assist  in  attaining  a general  improvement  in  food  hygiene  through 
the  food  trade. 


HOUSING. 

A total  of  521  new  houses  have  been  built  in  the  Borough  during 
the  year,  371  of  which  were  built  by  the  Corporation  and  150  by 
private  enterprise. 

It  is  regrettable  that  the  restriction  on  capital  expenditure 
by  Local  Authorites  should  be  necessary  at  this  time  for  its  effect 
may  well  retard  the  excellent  progress  which  has  been  maintained 
in  the  Borough  in  the  last  few  years  in  the  Corporation’s  new  build- 
ing programme.  So  good  has  been  this  progress  that  it  can  now  be 
said  that  the  needs  of  most  of  th  epeople  who^were  living  in  severally 
overcrowded  conditions  have  been  met,  and  the  time  has  arrived 
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when  attention  can  be  given  to  those  applications  on  the  housing 
list,  who  whilst  not  being  overcrowded  are  compelled  to  share 
accommodation.  The  Corporation  also  welcomed  the  Government’s 
Slum  Clearance  programme  as  laid  down  in  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954,  and  were  satisfaied  that  if  the  allocation 
of  new  houses  could  be  maintained  at  the  level  of  the  previous  years 
it  would  be  possible  to  clear  the  worst  of  the  slum  property  in  a 
five  year  period  whilst  at  the  same  time  being  able  to  substantially 
reduce  the  numbers  of  those  on  the  housing  lists,  year  by  year. 
The  withdrawal  of  the  housing  subsidy  on  all  houses  other  than  those 
required  to  replace  slum  properties  and  the  present  high  rates  of 
interest  on  housing  loans  will  impose  so  heavy  a burden  on  Local 
Authorities  that  it  may  well  be  that  they  will  be  unable  to  continue 
the  building  of  new  houses  at  previous  high  levels  and  this  could 
delay  the  clearing  of  the  housing  lists. 

Over  the  last  two*years  the  Corporation  have  made  a generous 
allocation  of  new  houses  to  allow  slum  clearance  to  proceed  and 
during  that  time  all  those  living  in  properties  which  were  subject 
to  clearance  procedure  before  the  war,  but  which  had  to  be  held 
up  during  the  emergency,  have  been  re-housed  and  in  addition 
11  new  Clearance  Areas  containing  96  houses  were  represented 
during  1955,  the  total  number  of  persons  affected  being  272. 

During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern- 
ment confirmed  16  Clearance  Orders  made  by  the  Council  involving 
78  houses. 

Appeals  had  been  registered  in  respect  of  7 of  the  Clearance 
Orders  and  Inquiries  were  held  in  each  case.  In  only  one  case  w^  a 
Clearance  Order  varied  by  the  Minister,  and  this  was  in  respect  of 
a business  house  which  was  excluded  from  the  Order.  The  Cor- 
poration rehoused  257  persons  from  89  houses  included  in  20 
Clearance  Areas  in  respect  of  which  Orders  became  operative  during 
the  year  and  in  the  same  period  42  houses  in  9 Clearance  Areas 
were  demolished. 

In  addition  30  houses  were  officially  represented  to  the  Council 
as  individual  unfit  houses,  the  number  of  persons  occupying  the 
same  being  96.  An  undertaking  was  accepted  in  respect  of  one  of 
these  houses  and  a Closing  Order  was  made  and  the  property  was 
allowed  to  be  converted  for  storage  accommodtaion.  Nineteen  of 
the  tenants  of  individual  unfit  houses  have  already  been  rehoused 
and  8 of  the  houses  have  been  demolished. 

The  inducement  offered  by  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act  of  increased  improvement  grants  to  owners  of  the  older  sub- 
standard properties  to  assist  them  in  improving  and  so  extending 
the  life  of  their  properties,  do  not  appear  to  have  been  accepted 
on  anything  like  the  scale  that  was  expected.  Most  of  the  appli- 
cations which  have  been  made  for  such  assistance  have  come  from 
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owner-occupiers  rather  than  from  the  owners  of  tenanted  properties. 
It  may  be  that  as  most  of  the  building  force  is  at  present  engaged 
in  new  building  property  owners  are  having  difficulty  in  finding 
labour  for  this  class  of  work,  but  it  is  hoped  that  far  greater  use  will 
be  made  in  the  near  future  of  the  opoprtunities  now  available 
to  raise  the  standard  of  housing  in  the  older  parts  of  the  Borough 
and  prevent  the  further  deterioration  of  the  properties. 

Action  taken  by  the  Department  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  and  the  Housing  Acts  resulted  in  508  houses  being  brought 
up  to  a suitable  standard  for  habitation.  In  most  cases  the  work 
was  carried  out  after  informal  approach  had  been  made  to  the 
owners,  but  in  49  cases  it  was  found  necessary  to  resort  to  formal 
action. 

During  the  year,  40  applications  were  received  from  tenants 
for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  where  the  owners  had  increased  the 
rents  of  the  houses.  After  investigation  the  issue  of  36  Certificates 
of  Disrepair  was  found  to  be  justified  and  these  were  issued  by 
the  Council.  Subsequently  applications  for  the  revocation  of 
certificates  in  respect  of  19  of  these  houses  were  received  following 
the  carrying  out  of  all  the  necessary  works  by  the  owners  and 
Certificates  of  Revocation  were  issued  in  each  case. 

The  following  table  shows  by  Ward  incidence  the  houses 
erected  by  the  Corporation  and  by  private  enterprise  during  the 
year 


St.  Helens 

Newbold 

•M 

tfi 

o 

Rother 

St.  Leonard’s 

New  Whitt. 

Old  Whitt. 

Hasland 

Holmebrook 

Total 

Built  by  the  Corporation 

— 

209 

— 

— 

7* 

— 

155 

— 

— 

371 

Built  by  Private  Enterprise 

15 

21 

64 

10 

18 

16 

— 

3 

3 

150 

TOTAL 

15 

230 

64 

10 

25 

16 

155 

3 

3 

521 

* For  Coal  Industry  Association. 
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The  following  is  a tabulated  statement  of  work  done  in  regard 
to  Housing  in  1955  : — 

1.— Inspection  of  Dweliinghouses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a) 


(2) 


(b) 

(a) 


(b) 


Total  number  of  dweliinghouses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous- 
ing Acts 

Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

Number  of  dweliinghouses  (included  under  sub- 
head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Reg- 
ulations, 1925  and  1932. . 

Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 


(3) 


(4) 


Number  of  Dweliinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

Number  of  dweliinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 
ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita- 
tion 


2,303 

3,409 


1,750 

1,750 


126 


553 


6 


2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 

notices. 

Number  of  defective  dweliinghouses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequences of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  its  officers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 508 

3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dweliinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs . . 

(2)  Number  of  dweliinghouses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — . . 

(a)  By  Owners  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dweliinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  . . . . . . . . . . 53 

(2)  Number  of  dweliinghouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  - 

(a)  By  Owners  . . . . , . . . . . 47 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners . . — 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1 and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . . . 30 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursu- 
ance of  Demolition  Orders  . . . . . . 8 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 

( 1 ) Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  . . . . . . . . . . — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  room  having 

been  rendered  fit  . . . . . . , . — 

(e)  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act, 

1953 

(1)  Closed  as  a result  of  Closing  Orders  under 

Sections  10  (1)  and  11  (2)  . . . . . . 1 
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Section  II 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  ACT,  1946. 


Part  III  Services. 


The  day-to-day  adminstration  of  most  of  Part  III  Services 
provided  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  is  delegated  to  the 
Chesterfield  Area  Health  Sub-Committee,  which  consists  of  six 
members  of  the  Derbyshire  County  Council  Health  Committee 
and  six  members  of  the  Borough  Health  Committee. 

This  section  summarises  the  work  carried  out  in  the  Borough 
during  1955. 


Area  Health  Sub-Committee. 


Borough  Council 


County  Council 

Representatives — 

Alderman  Birch 
,,  Boot 
,,  Mrs.  Harrison 
„ Shipley 
Councillor  Banks 
,,  Carter 


Representatives — 
Alderman  L.  Heath  (Chairman) 
Councillor  Mrs.  Collishaw 


(Vice-Chairman) 


Alderman  Taylor 
Councillor  Mrs.  Hitchcock 


Radford 
Mrs.  Wilkinson 
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Area  Health  Staff. 

Area  Medical  Officer. 

J.  A.  Stirling,  D.S.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers. 

Joan  B,  M.  Leith,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

H.  James,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.F.P.S.,  D.P.H. 

Dental  Officer. 

(Vacant) 

Health  Visitors. 

Miss  M.  Langton  (Senior) 

Miss  O.  M.  Parker  Miss  A.  Parkinson 

Miss  V.  Stubbs  Mrs.  C.  Tunnard 

Miss  D.  I.  Hayes  Miss  E.  D.  Preskey 

Mrs.  M.  Hattley 

Domicilliary  Midwives . 

Mrs.  S.  M.  Street  (Supervisor) 

Miss  Z.  F.  E.  Cole  Mrs.  M.  C.  Rhodes 

Mrs.  E.  Martlew  (Resigned  7/ll/55)Mrs.  I.  M.  Slinn 
Miss  M.  Philpott  Mrs.  L.  I.  Veasey 

Miss  W.  Redhead 


Home  Nurses. 

Miss  F.  M.  Crapper  (Superintendent) 

Mrs.  E.  Bestwick  Miss  I.  Turner 

Mrs.  B.  Donnelly  Miss  E.  Reid 

Mrs.  A.  Hoult  (Retired  30/9/55)  Mrs.  M.  D.  Silcox 
Miss  F.  V.  Limb  Mrs.  0.  Varley 

Mrs.  B.  McDonnell  Mrs.  H.  B.  Robertshaw 

Mrs.  K.  Dempsey  (From  7/11/55) 

Mrs.  E.  Franklin  (From 
1/3/55  Resigned 
31/12/55) 

Chief  Clerk. 

*G.  S.  Brown 

Clerical  Staff. 

Mrs.  B.  C.  Crossley  (Home  Helps) 

Mrs.  P.  Clark 
Miss  B.  Clarke 
*R.  Clark 
*Miss  A.  Pike 
*Miss  E.  May 
*Miss  J.  Draper 
* (Part-time  Borough  Health) 
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SECTION  22.— CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG 


CHILDREN. 

Child  Welfare  Centres. 

No.  of  Centres  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

No.  of  Sessions  held  per  month  . . . . . . 40 

No.  of  Children  aged  under  1 year  who  attended  a 

Centre  for  the  first  time  . . . . . . . . 732 

Total  No.  of  Children  who  attended  a Centre  during 

the  year  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,931 

Total  attendances  made  : — 

Children  under  1 year  . . . . . . . . 13,657 

Children  1 to  5 years  . . . . . . . . 6,931 


TOTAL 20,588 


The  total  of  732  infants  who  first  attended  at  the  Centres 
whilst  they  were  under  1 year  of  age  represents  81  per  cent  of  the 
Borough  babies  bom  during  the  year. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

No.  of  Ante-Natal  Clinics  provided  . . . . . . 2 

No.  of  sessions  held  per  month  . . . . . . 18 

New  Cases  attending  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  611 

Total  Cases  attending  . . . . . . . . . . 777 

Total  attendances  made  . . . . . . . . 2,808 

Post-Natal  Clinics. 

No.  of  Post-Natal  Clinics  provided  . . . . . . 2 

No.  of  Sessions  held  per  month  . . . . . . 2 

New  Cases  attending  . . . . . . . . . . 65 

Total  Cases  attending  . . . . . . . . . . 65 

Total  attendances  made  ..  ..  ..  ..  114 


Artificial  Sunlight  Clinic. 

During  the  year  35  infants  and  toddlers  were  referred  by 
Medical  Officers  at  Child  Welfare  Clinics  for  artificial  sunlight 
treatment.  The  total  number  of  treatments  given  was  256. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Children  under  school  age  who  require  orthodpacdic  treatment 
are  referred  to  the  School  Health  Service  Clinic.  During  the  year 
under  review,  42  children  under  5 years  of  age  made  148  attendances. 

Birth  Control  Clinic. 

A special  clinic  to  which  cases  are  sent  on  medical  grounds 
for  advice  and  for  the  supply  of  contraceptives,  is  held  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Post-Natal  Clinic. 
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Dental  Work. 

The  following  tables  indicate  the  work  of  the  Dental  Officer 
for  the  year  : — 

Numbers  Provided  with  Dental  Care. 


Examined 

Needing 

Treatment 

Treated 

Made 

Dentally 

Fit 

Expectant  and 

Nursing  Mothers 

6 

6 

6 

4 

Children  under  5 

262 

171 

250 

146 

Forms  of  Dental  Treatment  Provided. 


Extrac- 

tions 

No.  of 
General 
Anaes- 
thetics 
Admini- 
stered 

Fill- 

ings 

Scalings 

or 

Scaling 
& Gum 
Treat- 
ment 

Dress- 

ings 

Radio- 

graphs 

Denti 

Provi 

ires 

ded 

Com- 

plete 

Par- 

tial 

Expectant  and 
Nursing  Mothers 

18 

7 

5 

3 

1 

Children  under  5 

537 

267 

18 

3 

19 

— 

— 

— 

Care  of  Premature  Infants. 

All  infants  weighing  5|  lbs.  or  less  are  defined  as  "premature” 
and  space  is  provided  on  the  notification  of  birth  cards  for  the 
weight  at  birth  in  the  case  of  premature  births.  Special  attention 
is  given  to  premature  infants  in  their  own  homes  by  the  staff  of  the 
Health  Visiting  and  Midwifery  Services,  and  draught-proof  cots 
with  detachable  linings,  hot  water  bottles,  etc.,  together  with 
suitable  clothing,  are  available  when  necessary.  Premature  infants 
born  in  hospital  are  kept  under  special  supervision  by  the  Health 
Visitors  on  discharge  from  Hospital. 


No.  of  Premature  Live  Births  notified  : — 


(a) 

in  Hospital 

38 

(b) 

at  Home 

20 

(c) 

in  Private  Nursing  Homes  . . 

15 

No.  of  Premature  Still  Births  notified  : — 

(a) 

‘in  Hospital 

15 

(b)  at  Home  . . . . . . . . 4 

(c)  in  Private  Nursing  Homes  . . . . — 


PREMATURE  BIRTHS  CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  BIRTH  WEIGHT. 
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PREMATURE 
STILL  BIRTHS 

i 

i 

1 

j 

Born 

in 

nurs- 

ing 

home 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Born 

at 

home 

I 

1 

1 

Born 

in 

hos- 

pital 

05 

(M 

OI 

to 

Born  in  nursing 
home  and 
nursed  entirely 
there 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

1 

CO 

in 

Died 

within 

24 

hrs. 

of 

birth 

1 

. I 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

CO 

in 

PREMATURE  LIVE  BIRTHS 

Born  at  home 
and  transferred 
to  hospital  on 
or  before  28th 
day 

f 

Sur. 

vived 

28 

days 

<N 

i 

<N 

i 

Died 

within 

24 

hrs. 

of 

birth 

- 

I 

1 

I 

Total 

CO 

<N 

o 

E O 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

1 

1 

- 

o 

1 

Born  at  ho 
and  nurse 
entirely  at  h 

Died 

within 

24 

hrs. 

of 

birth 

I 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

- 

04 

o 

CO 

Born  in  hospital 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

« 

O 

O 

o 

33 

Died 

within 

24 

hrs. 

of 

birth 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Total 

uo 

- 

- 

38 

Weight  at 
Birth 

t 

3-lb.  4-oz. 
or  less 

0\’er 

3- lb.  4-oz. 
up  to  and 
including 

4- lb.  6-oz. 

Over 

4-lb.  6-oz. 
up  to  and 
including 

4-lb.  15-oz. 

Over 

4- lb.  15-oz. 
up  to  and 
including 

5- lb.  8-oz. 

Totals 
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Notification  of  Births. 

The  following  table  shows  the  actual  number  of  births  notified 
in  Chesterfield  during  the  year  1955,  and  the  number  as  adjusted  by 
any  notifications  transferred  in  or  out  of  the  area  : — 


Live  Births 

Stillbirths 

Totals 

Total 

notified 

Borough 

Total 

notified 

Borough 

Actual 

Adjusted 

Domiciliary 

402 

401 

5 

5 

407 

406 

Institutional 

1467 

499 

59 

18 

1526 

517 

Care  of  Unmarried  mothers  and  their  Children. 

No  Mother  and  Baby  Home  is  provided  directly  by  the  Local 
Health  Authority,  but  arrangements  are  made  for  the  admission 
of  unmarried  mothers  to  Homes  provided  by  Moral  Welfare  Associa- 
tions both  in  and  outside  the  County. 

The  mothers  are  usually  resident  for  a month  before  the  birth 
of  the  child  and  are  transferred  from  the  Home  to  one  of  the  Matern- 
ity Homes  for  the  confinement,  and  where  necessary  retmm  to  the 
Home  usually  for  a further  two  months,  making  a total  stay  of 
approximately  13  weeks.  In  certain  cases,  i.e.,  when  arrangements 
are  being  made  for  the  adoption  of  the  baby  or  illness  of  the  baby, 
a further  extension  of  stay  in  the  Home  is  granted,  and  dmring  the 
year  under  review  12  unmarried  expectant  mothers  were  sent  to 
Homes  by  the  Area  Health  Sub-Committee. 

SECTION  23.— MIDWIFERY  SERVICES. 

The  Midwifery  Service  in  Chesterfield  consists  of  a Supervisor 
and  an  establishment  of  nine  Domiciliary  Midwives. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  of  the  Domiciliary 
Midwives  during  1955  : — 


Number  of  Deliveries  attended  by  Midwives 

Doctor  not  booked,  and  present  at  time  of  delivery . . 7 

Doctor  not  booked  and  not  present  at  time  of  delivery  154 

Doctor  booked  and  present  at  time  of  delivery  . . 129 

Doctor  booked  and  not  present  at  time  of  delivery  113 


Total  number  of  deliveries  . . . . . . 403 


No.  of  cases  in  which  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  was 

administered  . . . . . . . . . . 356 

No.  of  cases  in  which  Pethidine  was  administered  . . 227 
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No.  of  Ante-Natal  visits. . ..  ..  ..  ..  3,042 

No.  of  Post-Natal  Visits. . ..  ..  ..  ..  7,430 

No.  of  attendances  at  Ante-Natal  Clinics  . . . . 336 

No.  of  Cases  attended  on  discharge  from  Institutions 

before  the  14th  day  . . . . . . . . 53 

Records  received  from  Mid  wives  : — 

Medical  Helps  . . . . . . . . . . . . 42 

Stillbirths  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Deaths  of  Mothers  . . . . . . . . . . — 

Deaths  of  children  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Laying-out  of  the  Dead  . . . . . . . . — 

Liability  to  be  a Source  of  Infection  . . . . 5 

Notification  of  Artificial  Feeding  ....  . . 20 


SECTION  24.— HEALTH  VISITING. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors 
during  the  year  1955  : — 

Number  of  Children  visited  during  the  year  . . . . 3,677 

First  visits  to  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  . . . . 877 

Total  visits  to  Infants  imder  1 year  of  age  . . . . 4,059 

Visits  to  Children  aged  1 to  5 years  . . . . . . 7,604 

Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  ..  ..  ..  ..  211 

Tuberculosis  Visits  ..  ..  ..  411 

Investigations  of  Social  Conditions  for  Hospitals, 

Adoption  Societies,  Old  People,  etc.  . . . . 2,128 

Total  number  of  Families  or  Households  visited  . . 3,750 

In  addition  to  di.strict  visiting,  a vital  part  of  the  work  of  the 
Health  Visitors  is  that  of  giving  advice  in  mothercraft  at  the 
Infant  Welfare  Centres,  and  during  1955  the  Health  Visitors  made 
an  average  of  52  attendances  per  month  at  the  Centres. 


SECTION  25.— HOME  NURSING. 

The  District  Nursing  Service  comprises  a Superintendent  and 
12  Visiting  Nurses,  who  attend  cases  of  any  nature  except  certain 
notifiable  deseases,  and  their  duties  include  the  nursing  care  of 
patients  on  discharge  from  hospital. 
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Summary  of  Work  of  Home  Nurses  1955. 


No. 

of  Cases  on  books,  1st  January,  1955 

230 

No. 

of  New  Cases  nursed  during  year  : — 

Medical 

1,154 

Surgical 

244 

Tuberculosis 

38 

Maternal  Complications 

9 

Miscarriage  or  Abortions  . . 

— 

Infectious  Diseases  . . 

6 

1,451 

No. 

of  Cases  on  books,  31st  December,  1955  . . 

260 

No. 

of  visits  paid  by  nurses  : — 

General  Nursing 

40,927 

Tuberculosis 

1,179 

Maternity 

95 

Infectious  Diseases  . . 

58 

Others 

— 

42,259 


SECTION  26.— VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

During  the  year  420  children  aged  0 to  5,  and  561  children, 
aged  5 to  15  were  immunised  against  Diphtheria.  Of  the  total  of  981 
immunisations,  267  were  carried  out  by  private  doctors.  In  addition 
2,763  children  were  re-immunised,  2,718  by  the  Local  Authority 
Staff  and  45  by  private  doctors. 

The  following  table  shows  the  state  of  Diphtheria  immunisation 
in  the  town  as  at  31st  December,  1955. 


Born  in 
year 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950-46 

1945-41 

Total 
under  15 

Number 

immunised 

4 

305 

441 

475 

538 

4,921 

4,659 

11,343 
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Vaccination  by  General  Practitioner. 

AGE  GROUPS. 


Under  1 

1 

2 to  4 

5 to  14 

15  & 

over 

(a) 

Primary  Vaccin- 

ations 

103 

6 

9 

7 

31 

(b) 

Re- vaccinations 

2 

— 

3 

— 

43 

(c) 

Cases  reported 
because  of  actual 

or  alleged  com- 
plications of  vac- 
cination . . 

SECTION  28.— PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER 

CARE. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  health  visitors  visit  all  new  cases  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
advice  to  both  patients  and  contacts,  and  also  patients  who  are 
being  nursed  at  home  and  those  who  have  been  discharged  from 
Sanatoria.  A total  of  411  visits  were  made  in  1955. 

Actual  nursing  of  home  patients  is  carried  out  by  the  staff  of 
the  Home  Nursing  Service.  Bed  and  bedding  is  available  on  loan 
in  necessitous  cases. 

General. 

The  work  of  prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after  care,  although 
the  duty  of  the  Local  Health  Authority,  could  not  progress  satis- 
factorily without  close  co-operation  with  the  various  Statutory  and 
Voluntary  Agencies — such  as  the  Welfare  Department,  the  National 
Assistance  Board,  Hospital  Almoners,  W.V.S.,  Red  Cross,  etc. 
It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  in  Chesterfield  such  co-operation  is 
very  real. 

The  Hospital  Management  Committee  rely  to  a great  extent 
on  Socialogical  Reports  by  Health  Visitors  in  connection  with  the 
admission  of  chronic  sick  to  hospital.  The  hospital  almoners  refer 
to  the  department,  cases  on  discharge  from  hospital  requiring  after- 
care. These  are  either  attended  by  the  Home  Nurses  or  supervised 
and  advised  by  the  Health  Visitors.  The  Health  Visitors  also  play 
a large  part  in  the  schemes  for  the  care  of  old  people,  particularly 
in  regard  to  visiting  and  recommendations  to  the  County  Welfare 
Department  for  admission  to  Old  People’s  Homes. 

Sick  room  equipment  such  as  bed  pans,  urinals,  mackintosh 
sheeting,  steam  kettles,  inhalers,  air  rings,  bed  cradles,  etc.,  is  av- 
ailable for  loan  when  required  for  patients  being  nursed  at  home. 
Larger  items  such  as  wheeled  chairs  and  crutches,  are  loaned  in 
appropriate  cases. 
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SECTION  29.— HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  16  Home  Helps  on  the  panel. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  of  the  Service  during 

1955 


Mater- 

nity 

Old 

people 

Old  & 
Sick 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Others 

Total 

No.  of  cases  being 
assisted  1st  Jan- 
uary, 1955  . . 

1 

52 

1 

54 

No  of  applications 
received  during 
year 

39 

1 

123 

37 

200 

No.  of  new  cases 
assisted 

25 

1 

82 

23 

131 

Total  number  of 
cases  assisted  in 

1955 

25 

2 

134 

24 

185 

No.  of  cases  being 
assisted  at  the 
end  of  1955 . . 

— 

1 

69 

— 

5 

75 
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Section  III 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


BOROUGH  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 
1955—56. 


The  Mayor  (Alderman  H.  C.  Day,  J.P.) 
Alderman  E.  Swale,  D.F.C.,  J.P.  Councillor  D.  E.  M.  Evans 


(Chairman) 

Councillor  J.  Anderson 

(Vice-chairman) 
Alderman  J.  L.  Hadfield 
„ L.  Heath 
,,  G.  W.  Heathcote,  J.P. 
,,  L.  Wilkinson 
Councillor  J.  Boam 

,,  T.  W.  Boulton 
,,  Mrs.  B.  A.  Brightmore 


J.  Ford 
E.  C.  Hancock 
Mrs.  I.  P.  Hitchcock 
J.  W.  Leverton 
R.  T.  Redfern 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Turner 
C.  H.  Sadler 
E.  W.  Taylor 


County  Council  Representatives. 

Alderman  Rev.  E.  J.  Wass  Alderman  Mrs.  D.  M.  Sutton 

Alderman  C.  Feakin  Alderman  T.  M.  Bennison 


Co-optative  Members. 


Mrs.  A.  Garner 
T.  Pearson,  Esq.,  J.P. 


K.  A.  Priestnall,  Esq. 
A.  B.  Solman,  Esq. 
W.  Stevens,  Esq. 
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STAFF  OF  THE  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

Borough  School  Medical  Officer. 

J.  A.  Stirling,  D.S.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

School  Medical  Officers. 

H.  James,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.F.P.S.G.,  D.P.H. 
Joan  B.M.  Leith,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

School  Dental  Officers. 

A Royden  Littlar,  L.D.S. 

Miss  A.  M.  Kean,  L.D.S. 

Speech  Therapist. 

Miss  J.  Fraser  Ward,  L.C.S.T. 

School  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors. 

Miss  M.  Langton  (Senior  Health  Visitor) 

Miss  0.  M.  Parker  Mrs.  C.  Tunnard 

Miss  A.  Parkinson  Miss  D.  1.  Hayes 

Miss  V.  Stubbs  Mrs.  M.  M.  Hattley 

Miss  E.  D.  Preskey 

Clerical  Staff. 

G.  S.  Brown  (Chief  Clerk  in  Health  Department) 
Miss  N.  GiU  Miss  J.  Courtney 

Miss  K.  Wilde  Miss  A.  Quilter 

Miss  J.  Last 

Dental  Attendants. 

Miss  P.  Presley  and  Miss  S.  Knight 

STAFF  OF  THE  CHILDREN’S  CENTRE. 

Psychiatrist : D.  J.  Salfield,  M.D.,  B.Sc.,  D.P.M.  (Commenced 
13/9/55). 

Psychologist : Mrs.  G.  M.  Hamer,  M.A. 

Assistant  Psychologist : Miss  J.  Ingham,  B.A. 

Social  Worker  {part  time)  : Mrs.  E.  N.  Ives. 

Clerk  : Mrs.  E.  Esland. 
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Co-ordination. 

The  fact  that  the  School  Medical  Officer  is  also  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  Area  Medical  Officer  under  the  Derbyshire  County 
Council  for  part  3 services  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  makes 
for  close  co-ordination.  The  Hospital  Authorities  during  the  year 
continued  to  co-operate  excellently  in  connection  with  the  treatment 
of  children  referred  by  the  School  Clinic  and  the  notification  by  the 
hospital  of  children  requiring  follow  up  after  hospital  treatment. 

The  excellent  relationship  between  the  School  Health  Service 
and  the  General  Practitioners  in  the  town,  has  been  well  maintained 
during  the  year  under  review. 

Medical  Inspection. 

Medical  Inspection  is  one  of  the  most  important  functions  of 
the  School  Health  Service,  consisting,  as  it  does,  of  the  inspection 
of  the  children  and  the  following  up  of  any  defects  found. 

During  the  year  1955,  3,385  children  were  examined  in  the 
periodic  age  groups,  of  whom  1,092  were  “ Entrants,”  1,235  ” Second 
Age  Group,”  and  1,058  “Third  Age  Group.”  In  addition,  325 
inspections  were  of  the  children  in  Brambling  House  Open  Air 
School.  Other  inspections  totalled  4,548,  of  which  1,240  were 
“ Specials,”  including  the  pupils  referred  to  above,  and  3,308  re- 
inspections of  those  children  who  were  found  to  have  certain  defects 
when  examined  at  periodic  medical  inspections. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  attendance  of  parents  at 
medical  inspection  was  highly  satisfactory,  in  some  cases  as  high 
as  90%. 

Findings  of  Medical  Inspections. 

It  is  unusual  at  medical  inspection  to  discover  gross  disease, 
but  a large  number  of  minor  defects  are  foimd  and  the  number  of 
children  requiring  observation  is  steadily  increasing,  this  is  partly 
explained  by  the  large  number  of  behaviour  problems  which  come 
to  the  notice  of  the  School  Medical  Officers.  Many  of  these  can  be 
discussed  informally  and  valuable  work  in  the  field  of  preventive 
mental  health  performed,  but  sometimes  the  position  requires 
reference  to  the  Child  Guidance  Service,  which  is  carried  out  at 
the  Children’s  Centre,  Brambling  House,  and  which  plays  an  im- 
portant part.  The  emotional  stability  of  a child  is  as  important  as 
its  physical  health,  and  in  the  modem  world  more  and  more  demands 
are  made  on  the  child,  not  the  least  of  these  being  the  transfer 
examinations  and  the  early  years  at  the  Secondary  Schools. 

It  is  found  that  about  1 1 % of  all  children  require  some  definite 
treatment  or  investigation.  The  most  frequent  defects  are  concerned 
with  visual  accuity,  and  in  this  connection,  it  is  worthy  of  note  that 
the  number  of  new  cases  treated  at  the  ophthalmic  clinic  has  increased 
from  148  to  168,  and  the  attendance  from  1,326  to  1,512  over  the 
previous  year.  On  the  other  hand,  the  continued  improvement  in 
the  standard  of  health  is  maintained,  and  this  is  clearly  brought 
out  by  a great  reduction  in  the  number  of  children  attending  the 
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orthopaedic  clinic.  Every  child  found  at  school  inspection  to  have  a 
hearing  defect  is  called  for  a special  audiometric  test — pure  tone 
and  gramophone  audiometry  being  performed,  and  during  the  year 
under  review,  18  new  cases  were  tested  but  only  5 required  further 
investigation  by  the  ear,  nose  and  throat  surgeon.  The  defects 
discovered  at  school  medical  inspections  will  be  found  summarized 
in  table  2 at  the  end  of  the  report. 

Cleanliness  Inspections. 

The  School  Nurses  carried  out  30,309  examinations  for  un- 
cleanliness during  the  year  under  review.  These  examinations 
resulted  in  only  206  individual  children  found  to  be  infested,  which 
represents  1 .6%  of  the  total  school  population. 


Following  Up. 

Medical  inspection  is  of  little  use  unless  a scheme  of  following  up 
is  in  operation  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  satisfactory  arrange- 
ments operate  in  the  Borough  for  the  school  and  subsequent  home 
visiting  of  cases  found  at  either  periodic  or  special  examinations  to 
be  suffering  from  some  disease  or  defect. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  of  the  School  Nurses  in 
connection  with  following  up  during  the  year  1955 


(1)  Visits  to  Schools 

. . 739 

(a)  For  Infectious  Disease 

7 

(b)  Other  Visits 

....  609 

(c)  For  Verminous  Surveys 

123 

(2)  Visits  to  Homes  of  School  Children 

. . 628 

Verminous  Children 

..  139 

Scabies 

. . — 

Ringworm 

. . — 

Eye  Diseases  and  Eye  Defects  . . 

63 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

3 

Other  Medical  Defects  . . 

. . 293 

Infectious  Disease 

31 

Other  visits  and  re-visits 

99 

Medical  Treatment. 

During  the  year  755  children  were  seen  at  the  Medical  Officers’ 
Consultation  Clinics,  making  1,009  attendances. 

Table  4 shows  the  various  forms  of  treatment  provided  and  the 
number  of  defects  dealt  with. 


Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

Number  of  Attendances  (old  and  new)  . . 1,512 

,,  of  new  cases  . . . . . . . . . . 168 

,,  of  prescriptions  given  for  glasses  ..  ..  312 

,,  of  children  known  to  have  obtained  glasses  . . 292 

,,  who  required  no  glasses  . . . . . . 59 

,,  found  wearing  correct  glasses  . . . . 1 

,,  referred  to  hospital  (Orthoptic  Clinic)  . . 35 

,,  in  which  treatment  was  not  completed  . . 19 
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Orthopaedics. 

During  the  year,  128  children  made  801  attendances  at  the 
Town  Hall  Orthopaedic  Clinics.  Of  this  number,  63  children  were 
under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  j^ear.  The  classification  of  the 
defects  treated  is  as  follows  : — 


Infantile  Paralysis  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Congenital  Deformities  . . . . . . 8 

Spastic  Conditions  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Postural  Deformities  . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Flat  Foot  . . . . . . . . . . . . 34 

Claw  Foot  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Knock  Knee  . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 
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Dental  Treatment. 

The  work  of  the  School  Dental  Service  has  proceeded  much 
the  same  as  in  previous  years.  Although  this  Service  is  not  under- 
staffed as  the  case  of  many  authorities,  we  cannot  yet  undertake 
full  School  Inspections.  However,  some  schools  have  been  inspected 
as  well  as  the  Special  Schools.  Parents  nowadays  are  taking  a much 
keener  interest  in  their  children’s  teeth,  leading  to  a tremendous 
increase  in  the  number  of  requests  for  treatment.  This,  together 
with  the  increase  in  the  School  population,  and  the  never  ceasing 
demand  for  emergency  treatment,  precludes  the  systematic  in- 
spections that  were  possible  in  pre-war  days.  Nevertheless,  most  of 
the  children  attending  for  treatment  whether  request  or  emergency 
received  all  the  treatment  they  require  to  make  them  dentally 
fit. 


Besides  fillings  and  extractions,  orthodontic  appliances  have 
been  made  and  fitted  to  correct  malposition  of  the  teeth  and  dentures 
fitted  chiefly  to  replace  front  teeth  lost  in  accidents. 

The  biggest  problem  which  confronts  the  School  Dental  Service 
is  the  disinclination  of  young  dentists  to  enter  School  Dentistry, 
and  unless  new  blood  can  be  attracted  to  the  service  immediately, 
the  outlook  is  very  black  for  the  school  children,  as  the  majority 
of  the  Dentists  who  have  stood  by  the  School  Dental  Service  arc 
reaching  retiring  age  and  must  be  replaced  if  the  service  is  to  con- 
tinue. 

Sunlight  Clinics. 

The  simlight  (ultra  violet  light)  treatment  clinics  continued 
to  function  during  the  year  when  266  children  received  3,087  treat- 
ments. 


66 


Heart  School. 

During  the  year  18  children,  7 Borough  and  11  from  the  County 
area  were  accommodated  in  the  Ashgate  Annexe  Ward  for  children 
suffering  from  heart  disease.  The  teacher  at  the  school  is  pro- 
vided by  the  Borough  Education  Committee  and  the  medical  side 
is  in  charge  of  a consultant  from  the  Royal  Hospital. 

Speech  Therapy. 

1,378  attendances  have  been  made  by  children  in  the  Borough 
Speech  Clinics.  A total  of  55  children  have  been  discharged.  Of 
28  children  who  were  seen  again  after  being  previously  discharged 
under  observation,  18  were  finally  discharged  with  normal  speech. 

222  interviews  with  parents  have  been  made  and  27  visits  to 
schools. 

The  appointment  of  additional  speech  therapists  in  the  County 
area  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  has  greatly  relieved  the  case 
load  of  County  Children  in  the  Borough  clinics.  Those  County 
children  in  need  of  further  treatment  whose  progress  would  not 
be  impeded  by  a change  of  therapist  have  been  transferred  to  the 
County  Clinics,  only  3 County  children  continuing  to  receive  weekly 
treatment  in  the  Borough, 

Group  treatment  has  been  started  with  non-speaking  and  speech 
retarded  children  between  the  ages  of  three  and  five  years.  It  has 
been  felt  for  some  time  that  advice  to  the  parents  on  how  to  deal 
with  the  speech  difficulty  is  insufficient  for  many  of  these  children. 
Attendance  in  a nursery  class  contributes  a great  deal  to  these 
children’s  speech  development  but  this,  in  itself,  is  not  always 
enough.  The  best  results  are  obtained  when  this  is  combined  with 
speech  therapy  and  of  course,  full  parental  co-operation. 

The  recording  apparatus  which  was  purchased  towards  the  end 
of  last  year  has  proved  an  invaluable  aid.  It  is  hoped  that  it  will 
shortly  be  possible  to  hold  some,  if  not  all,  of  those  clinics  now  held 
at  Edmund  Street,  at  the  Town  Hall,  so  that  all  those  children  who 
need  it  may  benefit  from  the  use  of  this  apparatus. 

Again  the  need  must  be  emphasised  of  the  early  referral  to  the 
clinic  of  children  who  are  stammering.  A considerable  number  of 
children  begin  to  stammer  between  the  ages  of  three  and  five  and 
it  is,  therefore,  in  these  pre-school  years  that  the  majority  of 
children  should  be  seen  by  the  speech  therapist.  In  many  cases  all 
that  is  needed  at  this  age  is  advice  to  the  parents  and  the  child 
seen  every  few  months  to  ensure  that  progress  is  maintained.  It  is 
disturbing  to  find  that  children  are  still  being  referred  with  severe 
stammering  of  one  and  in  some  cases,  several  years  duration. 

Handicapped  Pupils. 

Great  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  securing 
boarding-school  accommodation  for  educationally  sub-normal 
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children.  Admission  was  obtained  for  5 boys  with  I.Q.’s  ranging 
from  55  to  65  at  the  Eden  Grove  school,  Appleby,  Westmoreland, 
thus  doubling  our  admission  of  children  to  such  schools.  It  seems 
much  more  difficult  to  place  girls  than  boys  when  it  is  considered 
that  out  of  56  educationally  sub-normal  children  at  present  receiving 
education  at  schools  in  the  Borough,  nearly  half  are  girls,  whereas  of 
the  10  children  in  special  boarding  schools,  9 are  boys.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  there  was  a total  of  25  children  receiving  care  in  special 
residential  schools  (i.e.,  blind,  deaf,  epileptic,  educationally  sub- 
normal, delicate,  and  physically  handicapped). 

Home  Teacher. 

During  the  year  1955,  9 children  (6 — 15  years),  who,  because 
of  their  severe  physical  disability  were  unable  to  attend  any  type  of 
school  were  visited  by  the  home  teacher. 

Provision  of  Meals. 

The  School  Meals  Service  has  again  proved  of  very  great  value 
and  the  number  of  pupils  taking  advantage  of  this  has  again  in- 
creased from  32.9%  to  36.6%.  This  is  gratifying  but  of  the  children 
having  dinners  at  school,  not  all  are  making  the  best  use  of  this 
service,  as  vegetables  are  still  unpopular  and  are  frequently  not 
eaten,  but  by  a general  educative  process,  these  difficulties  can  and 
are  being  greatly  overcome.  The  percentage  of  children  taking 
school  milk  is  comparable  with  the  previous  year,  i.e.,  76.8%. 

Nursery  Schools. 

There  are  no  Nursery  Schools  in  the  Borough,  but  Nursery 
Classes  have  been  successfully  carried  on  at  the  following  schools  : 
Brampton  Primary  Infants’,  Abercrombie  Primary,  Hasland  Pri- 
mary Infants’,  Birdholme  Primary,  Hipper  Primary,  Whittington 
Moor  Primary,  St.  Mary’s  R.C.  Primary  and  Cavendish  Primary 
Infants’, 

Employment  of  Children  and  Young  Persons. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  is  responsible  for  examining  children 
and  young  persons  who  are  to  be  employed  part-time,  i.e.,  out  of 
school  hours,  and  during  the  year  69  certificates  were  issued. 

Brambling  House  Open  Air  School. 

One  of  the  most  useful  institutions  of  the  School  Health  Ser- 
vice in  Chesterfield  is  the  open  air  school  at  Brambling  House. 
This  school  is  unique  in  the  country  as  it  accepts  a proportion  of 
mal-adjusted  children  amongst  the  delicate  children.  As  such,  it 
is  mentioned  in  the  recent  “ Report  of  the  Committee  on  Mal-adjust- 
ed  Children.”  The  number  of  delicate  children  in  the  school  has  de- 
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creased  in  recent  years  due  to  various  factors,  one  of  the  main  being 

due  to  a change  in  medical  outlook,  insofar  as  it  is  now  considered 

preferable  to  educate  in  an  ordinary  school,  children  with  certain 

physical  abnormalities,  such  as  rheumatic  fever  and  mild  congenital 

cardiac  lesions.  This  prevents  such  children  thinking  of  themselves 

as  different  from  normal  healthy  children,  without  really  harming 

their  health  and  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  advantage  of  this  in  their 

emotional  development.  The  present  day  delicate  child  is  usually 

either  an  asthmatic,  chronic  bronchitic  or  delicate  for  phoychological  Zoc/okoc 

reasons,  while  the  number  of  severely  under  nourished  children  is 

indeed  negligible.  The  decline  in  the  number  of  dehcate  children  in 

the  school  has  enabled  more  places  to  be  available  for  mal-adjusted 

and  emotionally  disturbed  children,  and  at  present  there  are  141 

children  in  the  school  of  which  58  are  mal-adjusted. 

Children’s  Centre  and  Holly  House  Hostel. 

Close  co-operation  has  continued  between  Brambling  House 
Open  Air  School  on  the  one  hand  and  the  Children’s  Centre  and 
Holly  House  Hostel  on  the  other.  It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  after 
a long  period  without  a psychiatrist  at  the  Children’s  Centre,  the 
services  of  Dr.  Salford,  Child  Psychiatrist,  were  secured  in  September, 
who  has  since  held  4 sessions  weekly. 

The  following  is  a statistical  summary  of  the  work  of  the 
Children’s  Centre  during  the  year  under  review  : — 

Chesterfield  County  Total 

Cases  referred  in  1955  . . . . 46  21  67 


Waiting  list  from  1954 

13 

2 

15 

Re-referred 

1 

1 

2 

TOTAL  

60 

24 

84 

Report  only 

2 

1 

3 

Uneventuated 

1 

— 

1 

Unco-operative 

3 

— 

3 

Advice  only 

6 

1 

7 

Recommended  for  Special  Schools  . . 

3 

2 

5 

Admitted  for  Supervision  . . • . . 

16 

2 

18 

Admitted  for  Treatment 

22 

9 

31 

Waiting  list  for  Admission  . . 

7 

9 

16 

TOTAL 

60 

24 

84 

Cases  still  under  Treatment,  Super- 

vision  and  Coaching  at  end  of  1954 
Cases  admitted  for  Treatment  or 

91 

18 

109 

Supervision  in  1955 

39 

10 

49 

TOTAT. 


130 


28 


158 
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Discharged  . . . . . . . . 40  14  54 


Still  under  Treatment  or  Supervision 
at  end  of  1955  . . . . . . 90  14  104 


Work  of  Educational  Psychologists  in  1955. 

1.  Number  of  Intelligence  Tests  . . ..  ..  ..  34 

2.  Number  of  Interviews  for  Play-Therapy  . . . . 249 

3.  Number  of  Cases  for  Play-Therapy  . . . . 16 

4.  Number  of  Visits  to  Homes  . . . . . . . . 38 

5.  Number  of  Visits  to  Schools  . . . . . . 42 

6.  Number  of  Interviews  with  Parents  . . . . 89 

7.  Number  of  Interviews  with  Probation  Officers,  Social 

Workers,  Head  Teachers,  etc.  . . . . . . 37 

8.  Number  of  Interviews  with  Children — New  Cases  40 

Work  of  Social  Worker  during  1955. 

1.  Visits  to  Homes . . ..  ..  ..  ..  322 

2.  Visits  to  Schools  . . . . . . . . . . 25 

3.  Sessions  at  Children’s  Centre  . . . . . . 92 

Holly  House  Hostel,  1955. 

1.  Number  of  Cases  admitted  in  1955  ..  ..  7 

2.  Number  of  Cases  carried  over  from  1954  . . . . 12 

3.  Number  of  Cases  discharged  in  1955  . . . . 9 

4.  Number  of  Cases  carried  over  to  1956  . . . . 10 
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TABLE  1. 

Medical  Inspection  of  Pupils  Attending  Maintained  Primary  and 
Secondary  Schools  : (including  special  schools) 

A.— PERIODIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups  : — 


Entrants  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,092 

Second  Age  Group  . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,235 

Third  Age  Group . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,058 

Total  3,385 

Number  of  other  Periodic  Inspections  . . . . . . 325 

Grand  Total  . . . . . . . . 3,710 

B.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  . . . . . . . . 1,240 

Number  of  Re-Inspections  . . . . . . . . . . 3,308 

Total  . . . . . . . . . . 4,548 


C.— PUPILS  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT. 

Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical  In- 
spection to  require  Treatment  (excluding  Dental  Diseases  and 
Infestation  with  Vermin). 


GROUP 

(1) 

For  defective 
vision 
(excluding 
squint) 

(2) 

For  any  of 
the  other 
conditions 
recorded  in 
Table  IIA 

(3) 

Total 

Individual 

Pupils 

(4) 

Entrants 

5 

157 

162 

Second  Age  Group 

54 

81 

133 

Third  Age  Group 

33 

46 

78 

Total  (prescribed  groups) 

92 

284 

373 

Other  Periodic  Inspections 

— 

155 

155 

GRAND  TOTAL  .. 

92 

439 

528 

71 

TABLE  2. 

A.— Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1955 


d 

Periodic  Inspections 

No.  of  Defects 

Special  Inspections 

No.  of  Defects 

^ Defect  or  Disease 

o 

o 

f/i 

•4-> 

(J 

o 

o 

Q 

Requiring 

Treatm’nt 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  ob- 
servation , 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

Requiring 

Treatm’nt 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  ob- 
servation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

4.  Skin 

58 

99 

93 

15 

5.  Eyes  : (a)  Vision 

92 

401 

107 

141 

(b)  Squint 

27 

35 

13 

8 

(c)  Other 

9 

24 

57 

12 

6.  Ears  : (a)  Hearing 

10 

10 

9 

10 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

15 

35 

25 

— 

(c)  Other 

6 

41 

16 

2 

7.  Nose  or  Throat  . . 

39 

200 

31 

17 

8.  Speech 

39 

20 

33 

14 

9.  Cervical  Glands  . . 

2 

90 

6 

— 

10.  Heart  and  Circulation  . . 

36 

80 

11 

— 

1 1 . Lungs 

79 

84 

39 

2 

12.  Developmental  : 

(a)  Hernia 

4 

7 

2 

(b)  Other 

4 

106 

4 

14 

13.  Orthopaedic  : 

(a)  Posture 

9 

38 

1 

1 

(b)  Flat  Foot  . . 

19 

93 

4 

7 

(c)  Other 

25 

67 

25 

4 

14.  Nervous  System  : 

(a)  Epilepsy 

5 

10 

(b)  Other 

7 

7 

9 

3 

15.  Psychological  : 

(a)  Development 

2 

19 

6 

5 

(b)  Stability 

68 

223 

33 

15 

16.  Other 

71 

129 

188 

10 

72 


TABLE  2. 

B— Classification  of  the  General  Condition  of  Pupils  Inspection 
during  the  year  in  the  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

No.  of 
Pupils 
insp’ted 

A 

(Good) 

B 

(Fair) 

C 

(Poor) 

No. 

% of 

col.  2 

No. 

%of 
col.  2 

No. 

% of 
col.  2 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

Entrants 

1,092 

488 

44.69 

582 

53.30 

22 

2.01 

Second  Age 

Group  . . 

1,235 

555 

44.94 

661 

53.52 

19 

1.54 

Third  Age 

Group  . . 

1,058 

422 

39.89 

620 

58.60 

16 

1.51 

Other  Periodic 

Inspections 

155 

6 

3.87 

117 

75.48 

32 

20.65 

Total 

3,540 

1,471 

41.55 

1,980 

55.93 

89 

2.52 

TABLE  3. 


Infestation  with  Vermin 

1.  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  Schools  by  the 

School  Nurses  or  other  authorised  persons  . . 30,309 

2.  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  206 

3.  Number  of  Individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleans- 

ing notices  were  issued  (Section  54  (2)  Edu- 
cation Act,  1944)  . . . . . . . . . . 28 

4.  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleans- 

ing orders  were  issued  (Section  54  (3)  Education 

Act,  1944)  — 
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TABLE  4. 

Treatment  of  Pupils  Attending  Maintained  Primary  and  Secondary 
Schools  (including  Special  Schools) 

GROUP  1. — DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIN  (excluding  uncleanliness, 
for  which  see  Table  3). 


Number  of  Cases  Treated  or  un- 
der Treatment  during  the  year 

By  the 
Authority 

Otherwise 

Ringworm  (i)  Scalp  . . 

— 

— 

(ii)  Body  . . 

2 

— 

Scabies 

— 

— 

Impetigo 

29 

— 

Other  Skin  Diseases 

132 

34 

Total 

163 

34 

GROUP  2.— EYE  DISEASES, 

DEFECTIVE 

VISION  AND 

SQUINT. 

Number  of  Cases  Dealt  with 

By  the 
Authority 

Otherwise 

External  and  other,  excluding 
errors  of  refraction  and  squint . . 
Errors  of  Refraction  (including 

92 

10 

squint) 

— 

955 

Total 

92 

965 

Number  of  pupils  for  whom  spec- 

tacles  were  : — 

(a)  Prescribed  . . 

. 

346 

(b)  Obtained 

325 
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GROUP  3.— DISEASES  AND  DEFECTS  OF  EAR,  NOSE  AND 
THROAT. 


Number  of  Cases  Treated 

By  the 
Authority 

Otherwise 

Received  operative  treatment  : — 

(a)  For  Diseases  of  the  Ear  . . 

(b)  For  Adenoids  and  Chronic 
Tonsilitis 

(c)  For  other  Nose  and  Throat 
Conditions 

Received  other  forms  of  Treat- 
ment 

36 

199 

33 

Total 

36 

232 

GROUP  4.— ORTHOPAEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS. 

(a)  Number  treated  as  In-Patients 

in  Hospitals  . . 

12 

Number  of  Cases  Treated 

By  the 
Authority 

Otherwise 

(b)  Number  treated  otherwise,  e.g. 
in  Clinics  or  Out-patient  De- 
partments 

140 

GROUP  5.— CHILD  GUIDANCE  TREATMENT. 


Number  of  Cases  Treated 


In  the  Authori- 
ty’s Child  Guid- 
ance Clinics 


Elsewhere 


Number  of  Pupils  treated  at 
Child  Guidance  Clinics 


144 
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GROUP  6.— SPEECH  THE1U\PY. 


Number  of  Cases  Treated 

By  the 

Authority 

Otherwise 

Number  of  Pupils  treated  by 

Speech  Therapists 

195 

— 

GROUP  7.— OTHER  TREATMENT  GIVEN. 


Number  of  C 

^ases  Treated 

By  the 

Authority 

Otherwise 

(a)  Miscellaneous  Minor  Ailments 

732 

4 

(b)  Others  : — 

1.  Nervous  System 

— 

18 

2.  Heart  and  Circulation 

— 

29 

3.  Respiratory  System 

— 

34 

4.  Other  Medical  Conditions 

— 

24 

5.  Surgical  Conditions 

— 

18 

6.  Sim-ray  Clinic 

266 

— 

Total 

998 

127 

TABLE  5. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment  Carried  Out  by  the  Authority. 

1 . Number  of  Pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental 
Officers  : 

(a)  Periodic  Age  Groups  . . . . . . 2,294 

(b)  Specials . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,655 


Total  (1)  . . 


4,949 
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2.  Number  found  to  require  treatment  . . . . . . 4,467 

3.  Number  referred  for  treatment  . . . . . . 4,217 

4.  Number  actually  treated  . . . . . . . . 3,714 

5.  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  . . . . 6,336 

6.  Half  days  devoted  to  : Inspection  . . . . 39 

Treatment  . . . . 790 


Total  (6) 829 


7.  Fillings:  Permanent  Teeth  ..  ..  ..  1,049 

Temporary  Teeth  . . . . . . 367 


Total  (7)  . . 

1,416 

8. 

Number  of  Teeth  Filled  : Permanent  Teeth 

950 

Temporary  Teeth 

346 

Total  (8)  . . 

1,296 

9. 

Extractions  : Permanent  Teeth 

2,393 

Temporary  Teeth 

5,027 

Total  (9)  . . 

7,420 

10. 

Administration  of  General  Anaesthetics  for  extraction 

2,926 

11. 

Other  Operations  : Permanent  Teeth 

• • 

298 

Temporary  Teeth 

45 

Total  (11) 

343 

